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Welcome to our second edition of Lilier News, a bi annual newsletter that is about 

keeping you, our supporters, up to date on what’s happening at Lilier Lodge.    

 
Lilier Lodge is co-owned by Can Assist and Cancer Council NSW and was first opened in May 2004.    
It was built primarily to provide subsidised accommodation in a ‘Home Away From Home’ 
environment to country people travelling to Wagga Wagga for specialist Cancer treatment.   When 
vacancies have allowed, Lilier Lodge has also extended its hospitality to people travelling for other 
medical reasons or are caring for someone in hospital.     
 
At Lilier Lodge we understand that everyone staying with us is under stress of some sort, so the staff 
and volunteers endeavor to alleviate our guest’s stress a little by creating a supportive, caring and 
safe environment for them to come back to.   As well as listening, we assist with paperwork and 
encourage opportunities for social connections, and creating fun and laughter. 
 

 

 

 
 
 

Coronavirus (COVID-19) and Lilier Lodge 
 
The last 8 months has been a challenging time for us all due to COVID-19.   At Lilier Lodge the health, 
wellbeing, and safety of our guests, staff, volunteers, and community has been a top priority.   We 
have endeavored to minimise the risks in order to protect our guests who have compromised 
immune systems.   To that end Lilier Lodge is now registered as a COVID Safe Business. 
 
Throughout this time Lilier Lodge has remained open continuing to provide a place to stay for those 
who are travelling a distance for treatment.    Treatment for cancer and other illnesses doesn’t stop 
because of COVID.    In these times it has been more important than ever for there to be a safe 
haven like Lilier Lodge for people to stay.   
 
 

Team Lilier:  
 
Margaret (Manager) 
Alison (Reception/Administration) 
Greg, Teresa and Fran (Housekeeping) 
 

We have a great team at Lilier Lodge without 

who the high level of service and support 

provided to our guests would not be possible.   
 

Thanks also to Elise, Frances & Heidi for their 

great work and who left us in April 2020 to 

further their careers and be closer to family.    

 



Whilst Lilier Lodge has remained open, we had to introduce several procedures to ensure the safety 
of our guests as much as possible during this difficult time.    Unfortunately, in March this included 
ceasing our volunteer and social programs.   We sincerely missed our dedicated volunteers and their 
assistance.   Since July, however, we were able to welcome back most of our volunteers and restart 
our Tuesday guest morning teas, with appropriate social distancing in place.   
 
Lilier Lodge remains in semi Lockdown.  This means until further notice only staff, volunteers, 
essential contractors, guests and their carers are allowed in the building.  No Visitors.  All people 
presenting to the Lodge are required to be COVID screened and temperature checked on arrival.    
 
It is interesting to note that many of our guests have appreciated and commented positively on the 
steps that we are taking to try to keep our guests safe such as the screening, temperature checking, 
social distancing, hand sanitising, cleaning and sanitising of communal areas.   
 
The following are Lilier’s basic COVID procedures that continue to be in place.   
1. All volunteers and contractors will be COVID screened including a temperature check on arrival. 
2. All staff will be temperature checked on arrival each day. 
3. All Guests, on check in, to undergo COVID screening including a temperature check.   

4. While staying at Lilier Lodge if a guest or their carer develop any flu like or possible COVID-19 
symptoms they are to isolate themselves in their room, seek medical assistance immediately, and 
advise management.  

5. Currently, Lilier Lodge is Not Allowing Visitors - family or friends.   All Visitor enquiries must go via 

Reception.  

6. Please advise Reception if assistance is required with obtaining groceries, medications, or meals. 

7. Good Hygiene and Social Distancing Practices are strongly encouraged.   

a. Wash your hands frequently with soap and water and hand sanitiser 
b. Cover your nose and mouth if coughing or sneezing. 
c. Dispose of used tissues immediately in a bin 
d. Keep at least 1.5 metres away from other people  
e. Use the Sanitiser provided to wipe down in Kitchen/Dining area before and after eating. 
f. Only 2 people to be in the Kitchen area at one time. 
g. Only 15 people are to be in the communal Dining Room at any one time. 
h. The maximum number of people in the communal Lounge Room at any one time is 25 

 
The community support of Lilier Lodge and its guests has been amazing over this time. 
 
A Big Thank you to Carevan Wagga.   They have been very supportive with the delivery of frozen 

meals when required for our guests to utilise, particularly during the community lockdown when 

guests were not able to get to supermarkets to do shopping.     

Our community dinner program was suspended in March due to COVID.  Overwhelmingly, since the 

end of June many of the groups rostered for guest dinners agreed to still provide meals for the 

guests but drop them off at reception instead, with the guests then helping themselves to the meals.   

The groups have jumped at the opportunity to continue providing support but in a different way, 

and the guests have truly appreciated the meals and the fact there are local people out there that 

care about them in these crazy times.     

We thank you all for your continued support of Lilier Lodge and its guests.  It certainly has been very 
much appreciated. 

 

 

 



Grants and Improvements 

Lilier Lodge now has an amazing Kitchen Garden and Deck which was completed in September.    
Thanks to Clint Taylor and his crew from Taylormade Landscaping for their great work. 
Also, thanks to Dry July and Cancer Council NSW for the funding that made this wonderful 
transformation possible.    
 
There is an amazing deck, paving, and raised garden beds for herbs and veggies in which our guests 
can potter and utilise the produce for cooking their meals.  Our Guests are already raving about it.  
Now all we have to do is plant it out.    
 
Sunrise Rotary have expressed an interest in the Lilier Lodge gardens becoming one of their pet 
projects to support, however, if you would also like to volunteer to assist with maintaining this 
wonderful new garden area, please let us know.   
 
We are also now applying for grants so we can erect a shade sale over the deck area. 
 
 

  
 
 
Thanks to a grant received from the 2019 Community Building Partnership fund we have been able 
to undertake a wonderful transformation of Lilier’s Communal Kitchen.   It is now looking so fresh 
and awesome.   The new kitchen was finished in October. 
 
Thanks to the trades involved with making this happen including Fosters Kitchens & Joinery; Choices 
Flooring; RSP Plumbing Services; Hibbard Electrics; Thomas Leahy Electrical; Archer & Hutley 
Painters; Wagga Stainless Steel; and All Points Air Conditioning. 
 
Thanks also to our great volunteers who packed up all the contents of our kitchen cupboards 
beforehand and then sorted through and put everything back afterwards. 
 
 

         



 
Bathroom Upgrades 
The next big improvement project that we are hoping to undertake with Lilier Lodge in 2021 is the 

upgrading of all our 21 guest bathrooms.    The bathrooms are 16 years old and are in need of 

attention.   With the approximate cost of this work being around $300,000.00 we will embark on 

seeking community support to assist with funding this project early in the new year.   So watch this 

space next year for how to “Buy a Bathroom”. 

 

Donations 

We are very much humbled by and appreciate the great support provided to Lilier Lodge from 

community groups and individuals in Wagga Wagga and across the region.    This support comes in 

many forms.    

 

Donations, both large and small, help improve Lilier Lodge and make the stay of our guests a much 

more comfortable one.   Special mention to the following for their donations  -  South Wagga Rotary 

Club  $1000.00;  The Lions Club of West Wyalong $500.00;  Inner Wheel of Wagga Wagga $500.00;   

Beyond Bank $1,986.00;  Kooringal Rotary $400.00;  Sacred Heart Primary School $329.00;  and 

Gumleigh Gardens Card Playing Group $225.00.   Lilier Lodge is very appreciative of all donations as 

every little bit counts.     

 

While in kind donations come in various forms these have included paintings, kitchen equipment, 
beanies & scarves, pottery, fruit, jam, and cakes.   Thank you all. 

 
The Lilier Tree  -  A Perfect Christmas Gift Idea 
What better way to acknowledge your association with, and support of, Lilier Lodge than by buying a 

special stainless steel leaf to hang on our beautifully unique corrugated iron Lilier Tree.  Leaves can 

have a name and date engraved on them and can be purchased for just $100.00 each.    

Why not consider buying a Leaf on the Lilier Tree as a unique Christmas Gift?   It will be something 

that has a lasting legacy and assists a wonderful community service and facility.   

Please give Lilier Lodge a call on 02 6925 5240 for more information. 
 
We now have 94 leaves in total hanging on the Lilier Tree.   The tinkling sound the leaves make in a 
breeze is lovely particularly when sitting in the serenity garden.     
 
  

   

  
 



Lilier Social Activities 

A small but dedicated group of volunteers, including Lyn & Jim, Margaret, Peter, Robyn, Alan, Di & 
Brian, Roy, Elaine, Steve, Laura, Beth and Bob have been ably supporting Team Lilier and our guests.  
We thank all our great volunteers for their dedication and support of Lilier Lodge and our guests.   
 
We were so happy to welcome back our volunteers in July.   It has made such a difference having 
them here to assist and brighten up the place for our guests and staff alike. 
 
Our regular Guest Morning Teas on a Tuesday have commenced again, very ably hosted by our 
volunteers, Robyn and Alan, and with appropriate social distancing and hand hygiene practices in 
place.    These morning teas provide good opportunities for guests to connect and share a cuppa.   
 
At the morning tea on the 28th October Lilier Lodge guests, volunteers, and staff paid tribute to and 
celebrated Can Assist’s 65th Birthday.   We had a lovely chocolate birthday cake baked by Alison, 
Lilier’s Admin Assistant, and several other treats.    It was a great way of acknowledging the 
important work that Can Assist does in supporting rural and regional people across NSW who have 
cancer.    
 

          
 
 
On November 3rd several of the guests, volunteers and staff gathered in the communal lounge at 
Lilier to watch the new COVID style Melbourne Cup on the big TV screen.    Everyone had on their 
best and crazy hats with the winner of the best hat being one of our guests, Ed Kelleher.    COVID 
style afternoon tea was served by our lovely volunteers on individual plates instead of the usual 
platters.  Alison conducted several sweeps which certainly added to the atmosphere of the 
afternoon and several people went away a little richer than they had before the race, including our 
Can Assist CEO in Sydney, Emma Phillips.       
 
There was lots of fun and laughter and everyone who attended enjoyed the afternoon immensely.   

   
 
  



Guest Community Dinner Program Cook Book 
 
Our Volunteer Guest Dinner Coordinators, Jim & Lyn Gibson, have been liaising regularly with the 
various community dinner hosts over the year due to COVID and the ever changing landscape of the 
guest dinner program, and are now also hoping to develop a Lilier Lodge Community Dinners Cook 
Book.    They report: 
 
“Well what a year 2020 has been so far!    We were so excited at the beginning of the year as every 
Wednesday night from February to the first week in December was booked, the first time ever, and 
along the way we were also going to celebrate our 100th Dinner. 
 
Due to COVID the actual dinner program was suspended in March but the generosity of our hosting 
groups has been amazing as many of them have continued to supply meals for the guests and drop 
them at Lilier Lodge reception for the guests to help themselves to. 
 
We miss our Wednesday nights at Lilier Lodge and the fun, laughter and fellowship, and we hope and 
can’t wait to see you all again in 2021. 
 
As we have been hosting the dinners and been lucky enough to sample the delicious food our 
Community Groups bring each week, we thought, as a fundraiser for Lilier Lodge, maybe our guests 
and hosting groups could share their recipes with us and we could collate them and have a Lilier 
Lodge Community Dinners Cook Book.   
 
Some of our guests have already shared their favourite recipes with us but we need lots more!! 
 
The plan is when the book is collated and printed, it would be available to sell at Lilier Lodge with 
funds raised supporting the Lodge.      
 
If you would like to contribute any recipes please send them to lilierlodge@lilier.com.au  
 
Thank you. 
 
 Lyn and Jim Gibson” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Facebook 

For all you internet savvy and connected people out there Lilier Lodge now has its own 

Facebook page.  So please like and follow us to keep up to date with what’s happening at 

the Lodge.   Make comments and even message us.     

 

 
 

mailto:lilierlodge@lilier.com.au


Fundraising Activities 
 
COVID has made it difficult to undertake our usual fundraising activities this year, due 
mainly to social distancing protocols.  All funds raised go towards improving Lilier Lodge and 
assisting to make our guest’s stays a more comfortable one.   
 
 
The 2020 Lilier Lodge Garage Sale which was  

postponed back in April due to COVID-19 

issues has now been rescheduled.   We are  

happy to announce this will now go ahead on  

Saturday 5th December from 8am to 1pm.   

 

All people attending the Garage Sale will need 

to register and practice social distancing and  

hand hygiene protocols. 

 

There will be a huge amount and variety of goods  

on sale.    I don’t think there will be a kitchen sink 

but mostly everything else will be available ranging  

from bric a brac;  homewares;  kitchenware;  books;  

CDs & DVDs;   furniture;  bar fridges;  paintings;  plants;  

pool fencing;  toys;  and much more.   

 

We look forward to seeing you there. 

 

 

 
Our major fundraiser for the year, the 2020 Lilier Lodge and Can Assist Fundraising High Tea which 
was to be held on the 11th October was, unfortunately, postponed due to COVID social distancing 
protocols.    With only one person allowed per 4square meters Borambola Winery could not cater for 
the numbers that we would like to have.     

 
 
We are now planning on the High Tea being held on Sunday 21st March 2021 at Borambola Winery 
provided COVID social distancing protocols allow.    So watch this space and please call Lilier Lodge 
on 02 6925 5240 for updates and further information.    
 

 



 
Thank You   &   Merry Christmas 
 
We, at Lilier Lodge, our guests, volunteers and staff wish to thank each and every one of you for your 
invaluable support and assistance this year.    This Support is not just monetary or in kind, it is also 
the phone calls and visits we get that just ask ‘how are you going’, or dropping in with a cake for 
everyone.   Please know that it is very much appreciated.   
 
As we near the end of 2020 we start thinking about Christmas and spending time with our families 
and friends.  2020 has been a challenging year for us all with COVID and hopefully the borders are 
open across the country so we can reunite with our loved ones.      
 
Whatever you are doing over Christmas we do hope it is a special time for you.   And also hope that 
2021 is a better year for us all.    Take care and stay safe. 
 
 

  

Love and virtual hugs to you all. 
 
Best wishes, 
 

 
 
Margaret Dalmau 
Manager, Lilier Lodge 
 


