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A Word From 
Matthew Geracitano, General Manager 
 
Welcome to the latest edition of Branching Out! It’s hard to believe that we are already more than 
half way through what has so far been a very busy year. This time of year is also very busy as it’s the 
time of year where we undertake the audit and branches are in the process of conducting Annual 
Branch Meetings. The team in Sydney has been busily working on the audit process and we 
certainly appreciate your cooperation and assistance in providing the required information for the 
auditors. 
 
Our branch visits have continued across the state, having recently visited Orange, Blayney, Grenfell, 
Forbes, Condobolin, Parkes, Peak Hill, Nyngan, Dunedoo and Mudgee. The feedback that we 
received has been extremely positive from those branches that we have visited. The visits have 
been helpful in discussing the various reporting requirements and reasoning for certain paperwork, 
as well as hearing feedback from the branches on their experiences on the ground.  
 
Whilst it was my intention to visit all of the branches this year, I will not be able to do so as my wife 
and I are expecting the birth of our first child in late September. What is a very exciting moment for 
me personally, has unfortunately impacted on my branch visit schedule. I can assure those branches 
that we are still yet to visit that we will be there as soon as possible in the New Year. I thank you for 
your understanding. 
 
We certainly continue to encourage branches to contact us to discuss any issues that you may have 
in relation to completing documentation and we will do what we can to best assist you in 
completing forms and ensure that Can Assist is meeting its statutory reporting requirements. 
 
Kind regards 
Matthew 
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Keeping Safe 
Did you know, the change to work place health and safety 
(WHS) legislation in 2011 means that volunteers now have 
the same WHS responsibilities as paid employees? This 
includes: 
 Taking reasonable care for your own health and safety, 

as well as the health and safety of others. 
 Cooperating with any reasonable policies and procedures 

of Can Assist. 

Keeping Safe Hint 

Don’t forget to report accidents or incidents to Sydney as 
soon as you can. Can Assist monitors accidents or incidents 
centrally, so make sure you let them know!  

Keeping Safe Tip 

Don’t forget to mention if you see something that might be 
a potential hazard. The more aware everybody is, the safer 
we’ll all be. 

 

Administration 
update  
Annual Branch Meeting 
(ABM) 

It is that time of year again for 
ABMs to be held.  
 
As you know, ABMs are an 
opportunity for each branch to 
elect Office Bearers and review the 
year’s successes.  
 
Whilst they are not a legal 
requirement, they are necessary 
one and we ask that all ABMs be 
held prior to Monday 31st August. 
 

New Membership Form  

The membership year for Can Assist 
runs from 1st July to 30th June each 
year.   
 
Please send through updated 
member lists indicating renewals 
and resignations as soon as possible 
to Sydney Office.  
 
This will ensure proxies will be 
accurately distributed for the Can 
Assist AGM. 
 

Membership Lists 

The membership year for Can Assist 
runs from 1st July to 30th June each 
year.   
 
Please send through updated 
member lists indicating renewals 
and resignations as soon as possible 
to Sydney Office.  
 
This will ensure proxies will be 
accurately distributed for the Can 
Assist AGM. 



Finance Update  

We are now in the full throes of the annual statutory financial audit. 
 
I would like to take this opportunity to thank those branches who sent their monthly financial records 
together with all the supporting paper work to Sydney office on a timely basis throughout the year. 
Also thank you for your co-operation with the new audit timelines and documentation requirements. 
You do great work in the field so it’s a bonus to see all the hard work you put into the financials. 
 
You will now have received my June correspondence providing guidance as to the auditor’s 
documentation requirements for the various types of branch financial transactions. I hope this clarified 
any uncertainty. If you are ever unsure of what documentation is required to substantiate a 
transaction please give Sydney office a call or send us an email. We are there to assist you. 
 
This year there was better compliance with the audit requirements than in previous years and the 
process has much improved- but there is always room for improvement and I explain here: 
 
 In June Sydney Office had still not received a complete response from all branches regarding 

central or local auditor election. This made it difficult for the auditor to plan the audit and quote 
the audit fees. 

 
 Audit engagement letters which were requested from local auditors were not received from all 

branches electing a local auditor. The central auditor must liaise with the local auditor from an 
early stage regarding the timelines and requirements for the requirements for the consolidated 
audit. Therefore, the local auditor contact details on the engagement letter are required to be 
communicated to the central auditor as soon as possible. 

 
 

 

Survey 

Reminder 

Please remember to  

complete and return the 

branch technology survey 

sent to you in June so that 

we can gauge what’s best 

practice for completing the 

branch financials moving 

forward. 

 

 



Finance Update Continued 

 Bank confirmation certificates for those branches electing central auditing were not received 
from all branches by the date requested-31 May. Currently the auditor sends the requests to 
the banks in bulk and therefore saves on bank fees for this service. Late receipt of bank 
confirmation certificates means that the auditor incurs more expensive audit and bank fees 
based on individual 
requests -which is on-
charged to Can Assist 
Sydney Office. 

 
 Some branches electing 

a central auditor had not 
provided any financial information for the financial year and many other branches sent their 
10-11 months of financial records for processing all at once. This necessitated the hiring of 
additional Sydney accounting contractors at significant cost to cope with the huge increase 
in accounting processing required to be completed for the audit timelines. 

 
 The interim audit which was initially scheduled for May was delayed until June due to the 

above factors. The July final audit had to be rescheduled once again. 
 
I would like to emphasise that monthly provision of financial information enables Sydney office 
to better plan and manage their workloads progressively throughout the year. It facilitates the 
audit process and is best practice from a governance and risk viewpoint. Let us not forget that it 
produces cost efficiencies for the charity. I also believe that monthly completion of the financial 
records would be less of a burden for the 
treasurers.  
 
I did receive a few calls from treasurers who 
felt a bit overwhelmed  by the audit 
timelines as they had left the whole year’s 
financial processing until May or June.  If 
you are having difficulty with the monthly 
provision of financial information please 
contact Sydney office to discuss. We are 
here to help you. 
 
Kind regards,  
Audrey.  

This year there was better compliance with the audit 
requirements than in previous years and the process 
has much improved 



Marketing Update 
Brochures 

The roll out of the new brochure continues on, with around 3/4 of branches 

having either printed their brochures locally or through the Sydney Office.  

If you have provided your branch description but have yet to receive the 

brochure, please get in contact we me at Julia@canassist.com.au.  

 

Marketing News  
Posters 

In response to the feedback given by the 

Dunedoo Branch during Matthew and Gina’s 

branch visit, we will soon be providing branches 

with new posters  to use alongside their branch 

brochures 

The posters will be in A4 and A3 size so you can 

put them up around town and at your local 

events.  

 

Can Assist ‘Umbrella’ Brochure 

To complement the new branch brochures, 

we are also in the process of developing a Can 

Assist ‘umbrella’ brochure that could be  

used in conjunction with branch brochures 

and used at major hospitals where people 

from various branches would be visiting.  

 

Stay tuned for more news on the new promo-

tional material.  



A big welcome to Can Assist’s 52nd branch, which 

has now started up in Lithgow! The branch was 

officially established in April with the holding of 

their inaugural meeting. 

The initial Can Assist Lithgow branch meetings 

have had attendees from neighbouring branches in 

Oberon & Bathurst, as well as Gina & Julia from 

the Sydney office to offer support and guidance 

through their set up process. 

The group has already enthusiastically kicked off 

their fundraising and are hoping to be ready to 

start their financial assistance program to help 

residents of the Lithgow LGA later this year.   

On behalf of Can Assist and the rest of the branch 

network, we would like to wish them a very big 

welcome to the Can Assist family!!   

Image courtesy of Lithgow Mercury 

Inaugural Members: 
President 

Maree Statham  

Vice President 

Marilyn Tulley  

Secretary 

Lesley Townsend  

Assistant Secretary 

Kay Adams  

Treasurer 

Ellen Staines  

Liaison Officer/Contact Assist 

Margaret Buckley  

Publicity Officer 

Margaret Burns  

Membership Coordinator 

Noela Williams  

Fundraising Coordinator 

Cynthia Thornton  

WHS Officer 

Joanne Thornton 

Focus On  
Introducing...Can Assist Lithgow Branch! 



In the News 

Fashion Parade Extravaganza  
The Coleambally Branch of Can Assist held a very successful fashion 
parade on the 3rd May with fashions from Country Flair of 
Narrandera. 

The Community Club was filled with an audience of all ages as a local 
children’s dance group performed as well as a lady who shaved her 
head on the day which raised in excess of $1,000 which she donated 
to Can Assist 

A continuous raffle door takings and donations made it a very 
worthwhile for the branch and a lovely afternoon was served by the 
members. 

Special thanks must go to the community for their support and the 
tireless efforts of Can Assist members for the ongoing work for 
helping our cancer patients in time of need. 

 



Great night for  

Cha-cha-charity 
DUNEDOO BRANCH OF Can Assist sends 
out a huge THANK YOU to all those who 
came along to the Leadville Hall on 
Saturday 2nd May 2015, to support our 
fundraiser event – a presentation of 
Flamenco, Latin and Belly Dance.  
 
The hall was decorated with a vibrant 
Spanish theme. The stage was graced by a 
stunning Lucy Watts Artwork depicting a 
Dancer wearing a dress of red and gold 

ruffles which flowed into a long and glamorous train, set against a deep black background.  Similar 
artworks hung on the walls and the bulls and bull fighters featured really set the Spanish scene. The 
tables also looked fantastic with red, yellow and orange paper flowers standing out on the white 
tablecloths set with black serviettes and little candles. 
 
Over 120 people brought along their picnic baskets of supper and settled in for what proved to be a 
fascinating performance of dance which many had not before been lucky enough to see. Three 
delightful ladies from Sydney, who had never travelled over the Blue Mountains before, treated us to 
a dramatic Flamenco dance accompanied by rhythmic clapping. This was well received and the ladies, 
who consider themselves to be “still learning the finer points” of Flamenco, said it was good to 
practice before an appreciative audience. They stayed for the remaining entertainment and then 
spent the night as houseguests of Virginia & David Knyvett. All three ladies loved their adventure into 
what was, to them, outback Australia! 
 
Next was a stunning performance of Latin dance by husband and wife team, Peter and Michelle Hall 
from Goolma. Peter and Michelle actually gave Latin and Ballroom dance lessons in the Leadville Hall 
last year over a six-week period. We learned that more than one of the couples who attended these 
lessons were right there in the hall but were shy about displaying their skills with the professionals! 
 
Some brave souls did take to the floor though and the stand out performance was from Stirling Fergusson 
who showed there’s more to the farmer than meets the eye! The “Grand Finale” for the night was the 
Belly Dancing. This long awaited dance did not disappoint and all eyes were glued to these tactile 
dancers. They really did fascinate and the graceful movements captivated the audience who were 
jolted back to reality from time to time by a strange ‘cat call’ which echoed all the way from a Bedouin 
tent somewhere in a far away desert. 
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Leeton Teens Take the Cake 
St Francis De Sales Regional College Library Staff have been hosting 
"The biggest Morning Tea for many years. As a means of boosting 
the amount raised the idea of a cake auction was introduced in 2011. 

Each Pastoral Class, of which there are 44, are asked to choose 
someone to make the cake, choose a bidder and collect money from 
the students over the 3 - 4 weeks leading up to the auction. The 
cakes that are produced are of a high standard and elaborately deco-
rated. 

The whole school gathers in the afternoon and the auction begins 
with Mr Spina (Assistant Principal) as auctioneer. 

The idea is for each pastoral to buy a cake, preferably their own, but 
quite often the competition between the groups pushes up the price. 
The pastoral classes then eat their cake together.  

The whole event creates a time of bonding as a group, a sense of 
having done something for others as well as heaps of fun. The stu-
dents of St Francis are extremely generous when giving to a cause 
and this year we decided to donate the money raised from the cake 
auction to the Leeton Branch of Can Assist . A total of $6037. 

 



 

Vale Grace McCalman 
1936-2015 
Coleambally Branch of Can Assist has lost one of its charter members and great worker for the branch. Grace 
was President for many years and only resigned due to ill health.  
 
She enjoyed working for our morning teas, golf and bowls days and helping with any function to raise funds 
for Can Assist. 
 
She was very caring and devoted to the community and the successful branch in Coleambally is due to Grace 
and her kind. 
 
Grace’s enthusiasm and warmth will be greatly missed by branch members 
and the whole community. 
 
Our deepest sympathy to husband Alan, and family Colin and Sharon, Jan 
and extended family. 

Contact Us 

General Manager 
Matthew Geracitano 
Matthew@canassist.com.au  
 

Finance Manager  
Audrey Pritchard  
Audrey@canassist.com.au 
 

Bookkeeper 
Natasha Khushalani 
Natasha@canassist.com.au 

 

Branch & Community Development 
Coordinator 
Gina d’Albora    
Branches@canassist.com.au   
 

Marketing & Communications  
Coordinator  
Julia Grove   
Julia@canassist.com.au  
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