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It has been an amazing year for me and I send my thanks 

to you all for the support, feedback and commitment that 

you have all shown. It makes all of our work possible and 

on behalf of the team at the Sydney Branch I thank you.  

We have commenced financial assistance to those who 

have sought support and do not have a branch in their 

town. Thanks to the Tax appeal this has been possible. 

We are now hoping for donations from our Christmas 

appeal to continue the good work.  

It was my great pleasure to welcome the opening of the 

Wagga Wagga Branch once again and attend the 

inaugural meeting on 30th October with special mention 

of thanks to the Can Assist team there who include 

Margaret Dalmau, Alison Casnave and Peter Dale who 

officiated the meeting so wonderfully. I now look forward 

to welcoming a new branch in Warrumbungle in 2018. 

Please remind all friends, family and community 

wherever they may be in NSW that Can Assist wishes to 

continue to grow our existing branches as well as open 

new ones to ensure that everyone affected by cancer has 

the same equity of access to the services they need. Our 

mission and vision continues into our 62nd year and we 

aim to continue to say “yes” when asked for assistance. 

We can always offer practical support, a kind word of 

encouragement, financial assistance and live our name 

and the commitment that is Can Assist. 

Also thanks to feedback from our branches we are 

commencing regional meetings in 2018 with four of the 

six Board meetings to take place in locations where we 

have branches. We invite expressions of interest from 

you all if you would like to have the Board meet in your 

town and we will look to follow the meeting of the 

Directors with another day long meeting with any 

branches that wish to attend. A list of Branch clusters will 

be made available in the Branch Support Hub on our 

website and also advise that anyone can join any  

meeting if they are going to be in a town or region that is 

hosting. The meetings of April, June, August and October 

will be regional. Sydney will still host February and 

November and again we will open up the opportunity to 

have a further meeting thereafter for any branches to 

attend who may find their attendance in Sydney possible.  

In the 30th November AGM Can Assist acknowledged 

the ongoing 

commitment of 

our Patron John 

Colvin.  

So please let us 

know and again 

thank you all for 

everything you do 

and everything 

you are, 

  

CEO Update 

Janice Scelzo, John Colvin ,Vicki Meyer 



Cootamundra 

Saturday, 29 October saw an enthusiastic crowd gather at the Dickson Hall for a 

High Tea and Fashion Parade raising over $3,000 for 

Can Assist. 

An expert team of men and women produced an 

afternoon tea par excellence. From mini quiches to  

finger sandwiches to creamy sweet mouthfuls, not 

forgetting Devonshire tea, the fare was welcomed 

with appreciation. China teapots, cups and saucers 

accompanied the eats.  Food was presented on 

elegant tiered plates, providing a sumptuous repast. 

Bev Withers, president of Can Assist Cootamundra, a 

little emotional, welcomed everyone, thanking them 

for their support of the ethos of Can Assist.  

The businesses of Jak and Jill, The Loft and Wrapped 

showed outfits from their stores, with models 

parading through the tables of interested spectators.  

The afternoon progressed with background music 

provided by our pianist. Congratulations to the Can 

Assist Catering Committee for providing 

Cootamundra with a quality event.  

Branch News  

Armidale 

Hundreds of punters headed 

down to the Armidale Jockey 

Club on Tuesday for the annual 

Can Assist Melbourne Cup 

Luncheon.  

Before the big race New England 

by-election candidate and former 

Deputy Prime Minister Barnaby 

Joyce enjoyed a couple of 

champagnes. 

Over 250 people made the day a 

amazing. 

The Armidale ladies in their finery  



Deniliquin 

Tee Up for Cancer Charity Golf Day 

Held on Sunday, the Deniliquin Golf Club event attracted 67 
players in 17 teams and raised $2,647 . 

Golf day coordinator Margaret Rothwell said the Deniliquin Golf 
Club kindly donated green fees paid from the day’s play to the 
charity. 

The rest of the funds were collected through donations, a raffle 
and the well supported auction, which raised $500 alone. 

 

With the help of Deni Ute Muster’s organisers and 
Noah’s Thoroughbred Racing Pigs, 10 pig races 
were held over Friday and Saturday to contribute to 
the group’s cancer assistance efforts.  

Muster goers were invited to participate in a pig race 
calcutta, similar to those traditionally held for horse 
races. Spectators could also buy raffle tickets for the 
chance of claiming ‘ownership’ of the pigs that lined 
up in each of the 10 races. 

Deniliquin Branch members Carla and Bianca Armitage, 

Kellie Crossley, Kathy Jenkins and Sarah Tritton 

Noah’s 

Thoroughbred 

Racing Pigs 

Ross Burnham, Adam Wettenhall and Ian Fuller 

The Sydney 

Team getting 

their cowboy on 

Janice Scelzo and her 

new friend in Deni 



Dunedoo 

Further to the earlier article in June about the Sir Ivan Fire that affected the regions of Dunedoo, Coolah and 

Cassilis, we have an additional update on the partnership between Blaze Aid and Can Assist Dunedoo. 

Can Assist Dunedoo continued to provide evening meals for 

the volunteers up until their departure at the end of 

September 2017. The Blaze Aid volunteers travelled in 

teams to farms in the district, for an amazing seven months. 

They demolished and cleaned up 650 kilometres of ruined 

fencing, burnt by the fires, and re-erected an amazing 750 

kilometres in that seven month period. 

It was a fabulous sharing of friendships throughout the 

district between farmers, volunteers and the Dunedoo 

district volunteering groups such as Can Assist.  The 

affected farmers received not only financial and practical 

assistance but also moral support from all the volunteers 

involved. 

Without all these organisations pulling together, there would 

not have been the huge achievement that happened in the 

district.  

Can Assist Dunedoo continues to support members of the community who are challenged by cancer and the next 

event for the branch, a Christmas Carols and Supper evening,  will provide a great opportunity to promote Can 

Assist and give something back to our community as a “thank you” for their continued support throughout the year.  

 

 

 (L to R ) Can Assist’s Pam Bowman, 

Winsome Rowbotham, Phillip 

Wentworth-Brown, Julie Rowbotham 

and Judy Bowman  help prepare food 

for the volunteers 

Winston Rowbotham and Brian Bowman in charge of 

the BBQ 



Forbes 

The 2017 Forbes Can Assist Dancing Stars has 

raised an incredible estimated $61,000 . 

Twenty brave locals put their hands up to perform in 

front of a crowd of more than 400 at Forbes 

Services Memorial Club on Saturday 4 November.  

After three months of rehearsals under the tuition of 

local choreographers, they took to the dance floor. 

From tap dancing to jive, country to waltz, they 

helped our celebrities learn a raft of new skills to 

provide an incredible night of entertainment. 

Long-time Can Assist volunteer and branch 

Treasurer Maureen Field described the night as 

“mind-boggling”. 

Pat Rudd and Amy Townsend won the glittering disco 

ball with perfect 10s from all judges. 

Can Assist Dancing Stars Shayne Staines, Giselle Taunton, Jeff Nicholson, Molly Neilsen, Rowan 

Woods, Veronica Rebellato, Matty Jack, Jodie Markwort, Steve Walker, Sheryl Garner, Amy 

Townsend, Pat Rudd, Judi Cannon, Ash Hogan, Yvonne Howarth, Geoffrey Acheson, Amy Shine, 

Daffyd Thomas, Carmen Chen, Peter Ashcroft, MCs Kristy Hartwig and Brian King.  



In August 2017, Glen Innes Branch held 

a fundraiser, called Colour Someone’s 

Day, with colourful gloves being sold to 

help local cancer patients. 

The fundraiser was a great success, 

with 500 pairs of ‘fluro’ fingerless gloves 

sold at $5 a pair, netting the branch 

$2,150. 

Above: Can Assist Glen Innes members Fay Burgess, Maryn 

Burgess and Carlene Knight pose in the fluro gloves. 

Glen Innes 

 

 

 

Can Assist Goulburn and District were 

the lucky recipients of a $10,000 Grant 

from Tour De Cure, a very generous 

donation that will help many families in 

the district. 

Congratulations to Goulburn branch! 

Goulburn branch president Ian 

McMurdo, accepting the cheque from 

Tour de Cure officials  

Goulburn & District 



Gunnedah 

Ghoulish creatures converged on Gunnedah’s main 

street on Saturday 28th October. 

The Night of the Walking Dead was a nod to the 

American holiday, Halloween and was organised by 

Gunnedah Shire Council.  Funds raised, which in-

cluded a raffle, donations and a 'Leg Shave' Event 

totalled approximately  $3,760. 

 

 

Right: Gunnedah Branch members Linda Lee and Kate 

Knight participating in the walk  

Each year Gunnedah 

Branch celebrate 

Halloween and turn out in 

their best costumes for the 

fun. 

Gunnedah Branch 

members dressing for the 

occasion 

Gunnedah Branch President Kate getting 

ready for take-off' on her broom 



 

 

 

The Guyra Can Assist branch has welcomed a donation of $7,000, raised during the recent Tour de Rocks ride.  

A large team of Guyra riders took part in Tour De Rocks 2017, a 210km bike ride aimed at raising awareness and 

funds for cancer research and support for local communities. 

President of Guyra Cycling Inc. and Tour de Rocks rider David Mills said they were pleased to be able to give 

something back to Guyra from the proceeds of this year's ride. 

"We are happy to see the money come back to the Guyra community who supported our fundraising," he said. "Can 

Assist do great work and we know the money will be put to good use for locals in need." 

Guyra 

On 26 October, the Gunnedah Branch of the Northern 

Inland Credit Union held a fundraiser for our Gunnedah 

Can Assist Branch - 'Cup Cakes for a Cause'.   

A total of $309.20 was raised and donated to us. 

Branch Secretary Linda Lee who is also a NICU Staff 

Member, said it was such a fun filled day... 

President Kate Knight was also there for the 

presentation. 

Gunnedah continued 



Manning Valley  

Can Assist Manning Valley Liz Cross Open 

Garden 2017 

A big thank you to everyone who attended the 

open garden last Sunday, and a special thanks 

to the volunteers from Can Assist and Killabakh 

Garden Club who helped to make the day so 

successful. 

Approximately $360 was raised for Can Assist, 

which will be used to help cancer sufferers and 

their families in the Manning Valley region.  

Winners on the day were L Pierce, J Gregory 

and F Tetley. 

Julie Harrison, Sharon Smyth, Liz Cross & Bonita Lindfield 

Mudgee 

In November, The Property Shop hosted it’s annual Tradies 

Night, as a way of saying thank you to the valued tradespeople 

and property service providers for all their hard work, whilst also 

raising funds for local community projects.  

This year, the Property Shop joined forces with HIC Services to 

raise money for the Mudgee branch of Can Assist. The night 

was a huge success, with approximately 130 people in 

attendance. Singer Jess Holland performed on the night, and 

through the live auction and raffle $35,121 was raised for Can 

Assist. 

Photos courtesy of Deric Werth. 

Jess Holland providing the entertainment 

The live auction 

well under way 



Southern Highlands 

Southern Highlands received a generous donation from 

the Moss Vale Campdraft Association on October 1, 

which will cover an entire month of assistance to 

Highlanders.  

Moss Vale Campdraft’s Margot and Toby Rofe decided 

to donate $5,000 from last year’s profit to Can Assist an 

organisation very close to their hearts.  

Margot and Toby’s daughter-in-law Amanda is just 33-

years-old and has already battled two different types of 

cancer.  

Moss Vale Campdraft hand over the $5,000 cheque to 

Southern Highland branch secretary Terry Hughes 

A small crowd attended the Can Assist Bingo at the Trundle Golf Club but there was still a lot of laughter and talk 
amongst the happy folk, who came from Parkes, Tottenham as well as locals from Trundle. 

Jan Miller did a great job as caller, stepping in for Robin Blunden, who had a medical appointment and couldn’t make 
it. 

Parkes 

Tamworth  
Can Assist Tamworth have been busy of late.  

The branch put on a Musical Variety Evening on 

October 28. The evening was hosted by Mr Bill 

Gleeson and drew a great crowd. 

Branch volunteers also attended a Melbourne Cup 

Luncheon on November 7, to raise funds for Can 

Assist.  

Branch member Robyn Fitzgerald created the 

table centrepieces for the event, and fellow 

member Kaye Burgess won the prize for Fashions 

on the Field. 
Tamworth’s Kaye Burgess (left) poses with her Fashions on the 

Field prize  

The creative table centrepieces designed by Tamworth 

branch member Robyn Fitzgerald 



 

Wagga Wagga 
One man’s attempt to reinstate Can Assist in Wagga has been 

successful with a new board formed on Monday 30th October. 

John Nixon was elected unopposed as President and will be 

joined by Vice President Ian Mott, Secretary Kevin Nisbet and 

Treasurer Hayden Minchin. 

More than 40 new members attended the meeting, which was 

addressed by former branch president Kay Hull AM, Can Assist 

CEO Janice Scelzo and Gundagai Can Assist President Phil 

Smith. 

The new branch already has a funding injection of $20,000, 

which was left over following the closure of the old branch. 
John Nixon was elected as the President of the 

new Can Assist Wagga Wagga branch  

Tumbarumba Open Gardens Program is part of the annual 

Tastebuds event which runs over the last weekend in October, this 

year it was once again very well supported. Nine beautiful 

gardens, all very different, were open to the public with proceeds 

from each garden going to a charity chosen by the garden owners. 

Tumbarumba Can Assist were the grateful recipients of proceeds 

from Dianne and Colin Hardy’s beautiful, extensive, well-

manicured  garden, “Karbethon”, situated on their property on 

Jingellic Road.  

“Karbethon” is one of the district’s oldest and most admired 

gardens and has been in the Hardy family for many years. 

This year Tastebuds raised over $11,000 for different charities 

within Tumbarumba. Tumbarumba Tastebuds is a lush spring 

affair to showcase the best of the region’s food and produce and 

the opportunity to explore quality gardens, vineyards and cellar 

doors with free wine tasting.  

 
Pictured is Merilyn Widdison 

(Tumbarumba Vice President) receiving 

a cheque from Dianne and Colin. 

Tumbarumba 



Werris Creek 

The Werris Creek members and volunteers and Can Assist CEO.  

Photo Credit: www.sallyaldenphotography.com 

The Liverpool Plains Equestrian Interschool’s Horse Sports was staged at Quirindi. 

Over 180 competitors from both public and private schools across NSW competed in over 500 events including the 

working horse challenge, combined training, show jumping, dressage, show riding and a one-day event.  

The event, coordinated to help raise money for local 

group Can Assist, saw volunteers donating their time, 

skill and energy to held people in need in the Liverpool 

Plains Shire. 

Another Quirindi High School student, Tahlia Carroll, 

and her horse Mickey competed in the 16-year girls 

sporting events and collected three third places in the 

western bend, the mug race and the diamond run, and 

placed sixth in the barrel race. 

Quirindi High student Jordie Thompson and her horse 

Pepsi, one of the winners on the day. 



Bowning Hill Walk 2017 

More than 500 walkers attended the annual Bowning 

Hill Walk on Sunday 24 September to raise funds for 

Yass Valley Can Assist.  

The event was a bushranger theme with a purpose-

built Old Bowning Town erected at the base of the 

hill, which included re-enactments from the bush-

rangers. 

Yass Valley 

The 2017 Bowning Country Fair at Rollonin 

Cafe on November 19 to raise funds for Yass 

Valley Can Assist was a success, with the 

weather providing sun and warmth after heavy 

rain the day before. 

Geoff Frost, Yass Valley councillor and 

president of Yass Valley Can Assist, said they 

raised about $5000. 

The Yass volunteers working hard and 

supporting the day  



Young-Boorowa 

“Another successful wool exhibit has culminated at the 2017 

Young Show with local wool growers from Young, Harden 

and Boorowa and surrounding districts donating their wool 

to Local Charity Can Assist through Walshy Wool,” David 

Walsh said. 

Wool from the exhibition at the 2017 Actew AGL Young 

Show was sold with all money from the sale donated to Can 

Assist  Harden-Murrumburrah and Young-Boorowa 

branches. 

Just over $1,400 was presented to the President of the 

Young-Boorowa branch Gail Hanigan, who said she was 

extremely grateful for the donation.  

Gail Hanigan, President of Can Assist Young-

Boorowa receiving a cheque from Celia Walsh and 

Geoffrey Beath from Bryton Wool 

Social Media Update  

The activity and engagement in the community 

shown on social media is steadily increasing, with 

likes, shares and comments continuing to rise.  

We are currently in the process of adding the 

function to donate on Facebook by clicking the 

Donate button under the cover photo, so donors 

can give money directly to your area. This third 

party donation site is GiveNow, the most cost 

effective donation interface, with no setup or 

ongoing fees, no commissions and the lowest 

transaction fees available.  



Growth in community fundraising 

The number of reported community fundraising activities has seen considerable growth since the last edition of 

Branching Out. 

The number of community fundraising applications has increased by 190%, from 10 applications in the July to 

September quarter to 29 applications in the October to December quarter.  

This increase is thanks to our new host a fundraising event form, which can be found online here  

With the ‘fundraising’ and ‘assistance given’ figures in for the last financial year we thought they were too good not 
to share with you, so here are the top ten branches for both. 

Well done to all branches, such great efforts that allow us to help more people than ever.  

We have placed a generic volunteer recruitment ad on Seek, it asks for expressions of interest for all our branches 
across NSW. We know fundraising events are growing in frequency and social media posting is being adopted 
more and more to help get the word out, lets see if we can recruit some new volunteers to help with all your great 
work. 

We are already receiving applications so we will ask them to contact their local branch for follow up, assessment 
and approval. 

http://www.canassist.com.au/host_an_event


 

Upcoming editions of ‘Branching Out’ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Branching Out Issue Deadline for Submissions 

Issue no. 19 – March 2018 Wednesday 28th February, 2018 

Issue no. 20 – June 2018 Thursday, 31st May, 2018 

Issue no. 21 – September 2018 Friday 31st August, 2018 

Issue no. 22 – December 2018 Friday 30th November, 2018 

Please send through your news, articles and photos to admin@canassist.com.au by the dates 

listed above. 

Thank you! 

 

The 2016-17 financial statements were signed off at the Board meeting & AGM on 30th November and uploaded on 
our website. A big thank you to all our branches for your support and patience. We appreciate all the hard work put in 
by all our volunteers throughout the year. 

For the 2017-18 year the auditors have advised that an ACNC compliant income and expenditure report should be 
provided to the Board every quarter.  

What does that mean for you: 

You will now be required to email the ‘Cash book journal’ spreadsheet and bank statements for each month by the 
5th working day of the following month. For those who may use a particular software and/or use a local auditor we still 
need monthly reporting. All locally audited branches are still audited by the central auditor each year.  

Looking forward to yet another year with all of you incredibly committed individuals.  

 

IT Systems Update 

Finance Update 

Thanks to the feedback from Merrill at the Nyngan branch, we have improved the ‘Cash book journal’ spreadsheet. It 
now has an automatic total and is on one workbook for your convenience. Thank you Merrill for taking the time to 
give this helpful feedback for which the rest of the branches can now benefit. 

We have begun highlighting videos on the home page of the website, starting with the Win News coverage of the 
new Wagga Wagga branch, if you have some great content that you would like us to feature contact us and we will 
see how we can help. 

We have also activated on line donations through GiveNow for all but a few of the branches in response to donors 
requesting this allowing for yet another way for your supporters to send funds directly to their local branch.  


