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CEO Update  

 

Dear Friends, 

Where has the Winter gone?  

Since I updated you all in early June the Board and Sydney team delivered the Can Assist City Meets 
Country Race Day on 24 June at Royal Randwick Racecourse. For the second year running, this day 
met with fundraising and friend-raising success. The news of the day was reported widely, including in 
Dunedoo due to the donation Can Assist made to the Branch from the funds raised by the auction of a 
fantastic framed Winx Poster given to us by generous owner, Debbie Kepitis. The poster was a gift to 
each owner and autographed by local Dunedoo legend Hugh Bowman and Winx trainer Chris 
Waller.  Julie Rowbotham and her sister and brother in law were in attendance on the day hosted by 
our Chair, Vicki Meyer. After the very tough year Dunedoo had with fires and local funding being 
diverted to that need, the funds were being put to good use in the community. We are now 

considering holding the 2018 City Meets Country Race Day in Tamworth or another regional area.   

I have continued grant writing as a potential revenue stream for Sydney. Our first successful 
ClubGrant was made to us by Queanbeyan-Palerang in the amount of $1,000, evidencing the clear 
case for Project 210 and the expansion of financial aid beyond the 52 regional and rural Branch 

network.  

Our first Electronic Direct Mail campaign since 2013 was lodged on Friday 16 June to over 6000 
recipients with activation of previous donors raising $13,265 from 105 donors to date. As there was 
some overlap or duplication of recipients causing concern for our Branches and supporters, it 
indicated a very important issue and that is to keep us up to date on all  your active members, 
volunteers and supporters so we do not send any fundraising mail to them directly. If we don’t have 
this current information we cannot de-duplicate the names of the recipients. If we know they have 
been supporters before and are now paid Can Assist members, we will certainly remove them from 

our mailing list. If we don’t know we can’t do so. So it’s now up to you all to keep us up to date. 

 

Continued over page 
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CEO update continued 

 

 

Our Facebook page is growing quite rapidly and we are constantly expanding to include more 
Branch pages when requested. Please let us know if we can activate a page for you or assist to 
increase the on line presence and potential for fund and friend raising. Three Branches are now 
actively able to accept donations on line through their Facebook page with GiveNow installed. We 

encourage all Branches to consider following in the footsteps of Deniliquin, Leeton, and Tamworth.  

Having been invited to West Wyalong for the Annual Branch Meeting I prepared my presentation and 
then fell ill. Thankfully Margaret Dalmau, our fantastic Facility Manager at Lilier Lodge stepped in and 
made the journey and the presentation. I am so blessed to have a small, dedicated team of 

specialists supporting me to support you.  

The reactivation of a successful event held in Sydney from 2011-2013 the Country Cancer Rescue 
lunch is still being assessed with a former nurse from The Jean Colvin Hospital, Deborah Rochford, 
and considered for 2018. Our Patron, John Colvin is keen to also participate as are other supporters 

in Sydney. 

A Branch-wide network event is still in development in the manner of an afternoon tea on or 
around  7 October to align to the day in 1955 that the Cancer Patients Assistance Fund of NSW was 
registered under the Charitable Collections Act, with the hope of a pilot or even somewhat wider 
uptake in 2018. While it would take some time to become the success that we see in other 
community fundraisers, such as Biggest Morning Tea, it would be excellent to prepare a tool kit that 

anyone anywhere can use to fundraise for their local Can Assist community. 

We welcome Robyn O’Brien to our Honorary Life Member roll as nominated by Hay and unanimously 
approved by staff and the Board. Our Chair, Vicki Meyer, will again travel from Deniliquin to Hay to 

confer the honour on Robyn as she did earlier this year for Wayne and Kym Wooding.  

Since I last wrote,  I have been to Gunnedah and Wagga Wagga to attend events and dinner and am 

on my way to Werris Creek and Tamworth on 2 September. More on that in our next issue. 

With thanks & regards, 

Janice 
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Can Assist City Meets Country Race Day -  A Sporting Success         

 

 

 

Russell Tait, Janice Scelzo & Vicki Meyer 

Giddy Up 

Race Day attendees enjoying the day  

What a great day it was at Royal Randwick Racecourse 

on Saturday 24 June for the ‘Can Assist City Meets 

Country’ race day. Chair of the Race Day committee, 

Board Director and Vice President, Michael Jackson of 

Professionals Tamworth and Jackson Pastoral 

Company Guyra had invited hundreds of his nearest 

and dearest and there were 400 people in the room 

when the day commenced at 11am just in time for the 

first of 9 races of the day. Professionals Tamworth and 

Jackson Pastoral Company Guyra each sponsored one 

of the races along with Ron Finemore Transport for the 

second year running.  

Meyer of Deniliquin, the 400 people packed the ballroom 
in anticipation of an exciting day. From the moment of 
arrival, guests were connecting and straight away a 
gentleman from Guyra was enquiring as to how the 
district was getting along after the bush fires. He had 
recently returned some cattle to an owner in the district, 
saying this was the only way he could help out.   

Why was I not so surprised to hear this good news story 
when there have been so many wonderful gifts restoring 
faith, rather than destroying it? The day went from 
strength to strength. 

It is the second year that Can Assist Sydney hosted this 
fundraising event, bringing together corporate executives 
and country cousins to enjoy a social day of fun whilst 
providing many networking opportunities for everyone.   

Firstly, being warmly greeted by Can Assist CEO Janice 
Scelzo and seven of the nine Board Directors, David 
Graham of Moree, Vicki Wade of Griffith, Graeme Kruger 
of Leeton, Gabbi Cusack of the ACT, Dan Taylor of 
Sydney, including the new Chair and President, Vicki  
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Martin Ralph 

Ryan Morris and Something Borrowed 

Jimmy Cassidy  

Between the entertainment first of Martin Ralph former 
Olympian and comedian, followed by Tamworth’s own 
Ryan Morris and Something Borrowed, a beautiful 
three course meal was served, and then an exciting 
auction got underway. Several auctioneers generated 
an electric energy within the room as contenders fought 
strongly with lots of jockeying for the popular high 
ticketed items.  A most popular item, provided by one of 
the owners of WINX, Debbie Kepitis, who donated a 
beautifully framed poster of the wonderful mare WINX, 
signed by both trainer Chris Waller and jockey Hugh 
Bowman.   

Representatives from Tamworth, Guyra, Leeton, Moree, 
Dubbo, Griffith, Deniliquin and Dunedoo Can Assist 
Branches were present. Champion jockey Jimmy 
Cassidy who supports various charities was Master of 
Ceremonies for the day.  Affectionately known as 
‘Pumper’, Jimmy was a real hit and showed his brilliance 
as MC along with Michael Jackson, mustering up a 
certain energy in the room and tipping the first winner at 
Doomben and afterwards another worthwhile and 
successful tip! Jimmy also provided two of his own 
racing memorabilia that were auctioned for the benefit of 
Can Assist and Jimmy’s own foundation. Thanks to the 
generosity of the Chair of Can Assist and her husband 
Deniliquin Citizen of the Year 2017 Russell Tait, it is the 
first time Can Assist took to the track by proudly 
sponsoring the aptly named ‘Can Assist Winter Dash’.   

Finally...the successful bid of $6,400 fell to Mr & Mrs Henry 
and Verona Pisaturo of Tamworth, a former resident of 
Mendooran. It was pleasing to hear the couple were 
familiar with the assistance the Cancer Assistance 
Network (Can Assist Dunedoo Branch) provides to those 
within our district. The funds will support the Can Assist 
Dunedoo Branch.  

Being a very successful day for ‘City and Country’, those 
with more GO than most continued on to enjoy the after 
party at the iconic Doncaster Hotel who also supported the 
day by donating a generous gift for the entertainment of 
the day and Ryan Morris and Something Borrowed kept all 
the guests singing and dancing especially a surprise duet 
with Shad Bailey of Colin Say who was also the successful 
bidder for not one but two sets of NRL Finals tickets and 
TAB Epsom tickets as well. 
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Fashions on the Field Fillies Fashions on the Field Fellas 

Guyra Gents The Sydney Team 

Friends from near and far Friends from Moree 
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Branch News  

 

Blayney 

Blayney recently catered for their Biggest Morning Tea 
raising funds for the Cancer Council.   

It was a really great effort and the Blayney Can Assist 
Committee would like to say a big thank you to everyone 
who helped to make the day a success.   

 

    

 

 

 

Deniliquin 

Deniliquin’s Can Assist branch held a special high tea at 
The Crossing Cafe which was filled with 122 women who 
were all keen to help fundraise while enjoying a social 
afternoon together. 

The afternoon included an update on the branch’s aims in 
supporting the local community and a presentation on the 
overall mission of Can Assist from Deniliquin-based state 
President Vicki Meyer. 

 

Veronica Rebbellato, Jimmy Carpenter, Jenny 

Fletcher and Terrance Griffiths with John Schrader  

Alex Glowrey, Bianca Armytage & Naomi Ritchie 

at the Crossing Café high tea 

Cootamundra’s Wattle Time Fair 
(August 26) was the ideal 
opportunity for the Branch to 
publicise its recent acquisition, a 
catering trailer.  

Decorated with bunches of beautiful 
wattle and balloons, the trailer was 
drawn by a small, shiny green and 
yellow tractor belonging to a member 
of the President’s family and was 
accompanied in the Parade by 
members. It holds all necessary 
equipment for barbecuing and 
preparing food, with the bonus of 
being mobile.  

Cootamundra      

Members of Cootamundra Branch unveiling their new catering trailer at the 

2017 Cootamundra Wattle Time Fair (August 26, 2017).  
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Griffith 

The Griffith Black and Whites league tag side has raised 
$9,000 for Can Assist Griffith during their Pink Day 
fundraising held when the team took on Darlington Point 
Coleambally. 

The successful fundraising event for the club initially had the 
goal of raising $5,000, but it was easily eclipsed after the 
jersey auctions, donations and raffles were taken into 
account. 

Gunnedah 

Gunnedah Services and Bowling Club's Wendy 

Mortimer with Gunnedah Can Assist members 

Kate Knight, Marge Clift, Lorraine Overton and 

More than 200 people attended Gunnedah Services and 
Bowling Club Can Assist Game Show Fundraiser. 

The event consisted of three participants from each table 
taking to the stage to compete for points by answering 
general and local knowledge questions. 

The game show, complete with podiums, buzzers and a 
host, was inspired and organised by Wendy Mortimer. 
Locals are eagerly awaiting the next showdown. 

Ms Mortimer said the night was a hit and locals were 
already asking when the next one would be held. 

Makelesi Toga and Shailyn Williams from 

the Black & Whites League Side with Can 

Assist’s Olga Forner during their Pink Day 

Phillip Nicholson, Breadon Traves, Melissa Nicholson and 

John Schrader  

Can Assist 4-Person Ambrose was played 
recently at Forbes golf club, with 106 players 
enjoying sunshine and good laughs as they 
managed to gather nearly $2,000 to help the 
Can Assist Appeal.  

This format always brings out the good golfers 
and the social golfers, and often results in 
some surprise winners.  

Forbes 
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Junee 

Madge Hulm, Sandra McAdam, Jenny Breen and 

Donna Bedingfield with Graham Besley and 

Maureen Fitzgerald  

The Junee Multi Purpose Service held their biggest 
morning tea yet in June, raising over $700 for Can 
Assist Junee.  

Ms Lamond said many of the residents have been 
helped by Can Assist themselves in the past. 

Hay 

Can Assist Hay Branch stalwarts Kym and 

Wayne Wooding received lifetime membership 

of the cancer patient support group, at a 

presentation held at the Australian Mini Car 

Nationals twilight event in Hay over the June 

long weekend. 

Presented by Can Assist president Vicky Meyer 

the award recognises the many hours of service 

the couple have provided to raising funds and 

supporting people battling cancer. Wayne 

served as president of the Hay Branch for 10 

years, while Kym served three years as 

Treasurer and four and a half years as Patient 

Liaison and Catering Officer for the Hay Branch. 

“We knew first hand how hard the cancer 

journey was, so we thought what a great way to 

give back. 

We decided to join Can Assist Hay and help 

others who are faced with similar 

circumstances. We never looked for a pat on the 

back or any form of recognition, to know that we 

were apart of such a great group who are 

making such a difference in many cancer 

patients and their families lives was enough.” 

Can Assist Hay Branch has received an unusual, but welcome, 

donation, in the form of a bequest from the estate of the late 

Emily Claughton, who died in 1926. 

Pursuant to her will, the Late Emily Claughton gave the sum of 

£1,000 “to invest the same and pay the income thereof to the 

Ladies Benevolent Society at Hay aforesaid for the purposes of 

such Society." 

The Hay Ladies Benevolent Society has ceased to exist, and the 

trustees of the Estate have recently contacted Hay Can Assist to 

offer the bequest, valued at $2,000, on the proviso the funds are 

used for the benefit of the residents of Hay who suffer from 

cancer.  

“We are incredibly grateful to receive this donation, and quite 

intrigued by the circumstances relating to a piece of Hay’s 

history,” said Branch President Rebecca Bunyan. 
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Lithgow 

Left: Branch members have been busy 

raising money through barbecues, 

canteens and raffles.  

Above: Seymour Whyte Constructions 

project team and subcontractors for the 

Great Western Highway Upgrade with 

Olive Ward and Leslie Townsend from 

Can Assist.  

Construction workers on the safety upgrade 

between Hartley Valley and Forty Bends 

have raised $5,200 for a Lithgow community 

group while working on the local highway.  

Construction company, Seymour Whyte, 

have been hosting monthly barbecues for 

their employees while working on the Great 

Western Highway. Can Assist members 

Leslie Townsend and Olive Ward headed to 

the construction site in the early morning of 

Wednesday, July 5, to pick up the large 

cheque.  

Manning Valley 

Taree City raised a record 

$22,000 for Can Assist from 

the annual fundraising day 

held in conjunction with the 

group three Rugby League 

match against Wingham at 

the Jack Neal Oval. 

The Kristylea Bridge Charity 

Rugby League Day is in it’s 

fourth year and goes from 

strength to strength in honour 

of Kristylea.  

Taree City and Wingham players and match officials observe a minute's silence 

before the start of the Kristylea Bridge Memorial Cup match at the Jack Neal 

Oval. 
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Nyngan 

The ladies enjoyed the High Tea in July with 
delicacies served by the Can Assist team along 
with tea, coffee and punch.  

The local cooks of Nyngan excelled themselves 
once again with their delicious cakes, scones 
and slices. 

Following the High Tea was a beautiful parade of 
wedding gowns through the years, from the 
1920s ranging to more current styles  

Parkes 

Right: Rachel Hughes, Jen Cross, Michelle 

Finn, Imogen Wardman and Carly Burt with 

Paityn and Hallee 

Mrs Bell won the raffle and took home a basket of 
goodies and Maureen Jenner and Jess Hall were 
awarded best dressed. 

A huge thank you to all the ladies that loaned their 
dresses for the parade and anyone who helped in 
anyway to make the day a huge success.  

Above: Local Nyngan ladies and their 

delicious looking nibbles. 

Boars on a super mission for Can Assist  

The special Boars Rugby Charity match against 
the Forbes Platypi – where First Grade Boars 
sported unique Spiderman charity jerseys – raised 
$6,500 for the cause. 

The three grades were played in front of a large 
crowd, that also saw great support from the Platypi 
Club and its fans. 

The jerseys were auctioned off, the Club donated 

half of its gate takings to Can Assist and a raffle 
was run during matches.  

Can Assist volunteers spent time at the North 
Parkes Oval gate with their collection bucket, 
collecting donations from the generous spectators. 
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West Wyalong 

 

Sore Butts saddles up again. 

The West Wyalong Horse Sports 
and Rodeo Association held their 
annual Sore Butts Charity Ride 
on Saturday 5th August.   

At 8.30am 65 riders set out from 
Ungarie Showground for a 27km 
pilgrimage around the outlying 
area, before returning to the 
Showground. 

Can Assist West Wyalong 
Branch once again provided the 
lunch for all the hungry riders. 

Last year’s Jazza Worner 
Memorial Sore Butts ride saw 68 
riders raise almost $ 7,000.00 for 
Can Assist. 

As with the 2016 ride, this year’s 
generous donations are set to 
help out locals suffering from 
cancer, with all the money raise 
being donated to the West 
Wyalong Branch of Can Assist. 

The Sore Butts event is now in its 
sixth year with each trek hosted 
in different towns. 

Last year the ride was held 
around West Wyalong, after past 
rides in Barmedman, Burcher, 
Tallimba and Weethalle, with 
2017 once again seeing a new 
destination on the cards, around 
Ungarie. 

Following the conclusion of the 
trek, riders had the chance to 
rest their tired rumps with dinner, 
live music and an auction at the 
Ungarie Bowling Club. 
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Social Media Update  

Categories June July August   

Reach                                                                                                                          Total Growth 

Social Media 

  

8,309 24,545 19,211  10,902 

Impressions 

  

20,505 11,707  37,897 17,392 

Engagement Rate                                                                                                       Total  

Post Like 

  

291 170 287 748 

Post Shares 

  

17 56 58 131 

Post Comments 

  

14 2 22 38 

Community Growth                                                                                                    Total 

 

Engaged Users 

  

608 1,025 1,058 2,691 

Page Likes 

  

989 1,014 1.033 44 

The team have been working hard at growing Can Assist’s social media presence over the last few months. Our 

social media community has grown steadily since June 2017, with 2,691 people actively looking at our pages and 

engaging with the updates and news that we post.  The number of people commenting on our updates has almost 

tripled, with 38 comments in the last three months. Please don’t forget to share all of your fundraising news online 

and tell your friends. 

Accounts Update   
On Behalf of the Finance team, thank you so much for sending through your branch financial documents for the 
2016/17 financial year.   

We appreciate your patience during the initial hiccups and would like to advise that we are progressing well for this 
year’s audit. If you have not already received them,  you can expect your completed branch financials either this 
week or next. Please review these financials and report back with any missing documents or any anomalies you 
might notice. 

Please direct any finance queries you have to accounts@canassist.com.au as Ann is here five days a week.  

Regards, 

Natasha 

mailto:accounts@canassist.com.au
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IT Systems Update 

Branch Event Notification Form now in an online format 

Following our request for feedback on the online processes, we received a message from Rebecca of the 
Hay Branch -  

“I was just wondering if there was anything in the pipeline to allow branches to submit event notifications via 
an online form, much like how community members notify when they'd like to host an event? Might save on 
doing Word docs.” 

Her great idea was quickly transformed into reality. You can now find it by navigating to the Fundraising Tools 
tab in the Branch Support Hub, or you can navigate to this link - canassist.com.au/branch_event 

The online form has all the same fields as the paper version, and Sydney office receive a notice whenever a 
form is submitted. This form is to be used for all official Branch run events. We hope that this change will 
make your Branch administration simpler, saving you precious time on printing, scanning and emailing. 

We’ve also been working hard, simplifying our systems to support our members and volunteers. If you’ve 
logged into the members section recently, you’ll see we’ve moved all the content onto one responsive page 
to make finding things easier. We have further plans to transition some hard copy forms into an online format 
to further simplify processes.  

If you have any other ideas as to how we can make your life easier, or need any clarification about which 
form is best to use for an event please don’t hesitate to contact us. 
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Upcoming deadlines for ‘Branching Out’ 

Branching Out Issue  Deadline for Submissions 

December Issue no. 18 Thursday 30 November 2017 

March Issue no. 19 Wednesday 28 February 2018 

June Issue no. 20 Thursday 31 May 2018 

Please send in your news, pictures and articles to admin@canassist.com.au by the dates listed above, 
so we may share your great work. 

Thank you!  

The Can Assist Team 

 

Branch Membership Growth  

In exciting news for Can Assist and our dedicated branch base, our overall membership base has grown 26 
percent in the period from June to September 2017, when compared to the same period in 2016.  

This is a credit to all of you - our Office Bearers, Members and Volunteers for the hard work and promotion of 

your branch profile within the local community.  

Annual Membership Lists for Financial Year 2017/18 

Thank you to all those Branches who have returned their updated membership lists for the 2017/2018 financial 
year.   

Once your ABM has been held, please remember to send in your updated lists and the notification of Office 
Bearers, so we can update our database, ahead of this year’s Annual General Meeting. 


