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Thank you to all our wonderful fundraisers, members 

and dedicated volunteers! 

It is with great pleasure that I write my second issue of Branching Out and include the Sydney team 
that is here to assist and support each member and branch. Please accept my heartfelt thanks for all 
of your engagement with me and the office to date. I appreciate all of the feedback and suggestions 
and will work with you to ensure we can successfully offer the practical support and financial          

assistance to all those who request it from us.  

One of my personal goals on commencement was to introduce more fundraising from Sydney and to 
also ensure that our Can Assist Brand resonates for each branch. We have now provided a branch 
logo for each location. We are also producing letterhead, with compliments slips, business cards,  
brochures, banners and anything else you require and it will all be within the Branch Login section of 
the web site. This allows for your own local printers to be utilised to again support the very community 

that is supporting us. Consistent email addresses have also been activated. 

The Sydney office is now also the Sydney Branch and we are working hard to become a revenue 
centre to meet the needs of those who request support and do not have a branch in their local     
community. In particular, on that note, I must send a huge thank you to all the branches who do work 

to meet the needs of others beyond their immediate borders, as that is at the heart of Can Assist.  

Having been brought up as a native New Yorker, I spent four decades in a country with a large     
population in a city that was highly populated and dense in terms of housing. Coming to Australia, I 
found the country to be immense though with a relatively lower population much more widespread. 
Having been predominantly in New South Wales, I was able to travel for the past 26 years here and 

see the tyranny of distance and challenges it brought.  

The attraction of working with you all at Can Assist is the community, the unique Can Assist member 
and volunteer community and how it is always reaching out  - you will see that in the news in this   

issue to follow.  

To me, this community is so important and so valuable. From all of those who you assist, may I 

please say thank you and remind you how much you are appreciated.  

Sincere thanks and kind regards,  

Janice  
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Fundraising News  
Our tireless branches have been busy conducting fundraising events over Christmas and 

well into the New Year period. Here is a snapshot of some of the great activity of late. 

 

Deniliquin Branch  
The new Deniliquin Can Assist branch opened its doors on 10 January 2017 to start raising funds for local 
families touched by cancer. In only a short 
few months, the group of volunteers have 
raised $9,194, well on the way to being able 

to start distributing funds in July 2017. 

‘Seeing the community come together to 
move us closer to reaching our target of 
$20,000 is absolutely amazing. I am so 
proud of everyone who has been involved to 

date’ branch President Kellie Crossley said. 

Opening a Can Assist branch in Deniliquin 
has been a dream of Bianca Armytage,  
Secretary of the new branch, since facing 
her own cancer fight.  ‘To know there is 
easy to access help available to support you 
with all the travel, accommodation and  

medical costs you incur when undergoing treatment will hopefully be a huge comfort for people. 

Above: Members of the Deniliquin Branch Executive Committee: From L to R: Paul O’Donnell, Jenny Fellows,  

Bianca Armytage and Kellie Crossley . 

 

Forbes Branch 

Can Assist Forbes received $18,100 from the Forbes        
Services Club, following ticket sales for the Dancing 
With The Stars charity night. The charity night was 
held on 5th November at the Club, and the response 
to the ticket sales was fantastic, selling out within  

seven hours.  

Right: Helen Westwood, David Fitzgerald and Maureen 
Field                                 

Can Assist Forbes would like to congratulate 
and thank the organisers, dancers and        
audience who made the Dancing With the 

Stars of Forbes event such a success. 

Almost $54,000 was raised in total. 

Left: Cassandra Tyack and Terese Gunn 



 

 

Goulburn Branch  

 

A country music charity concert was held 

in February at the Goulburn Bowling 

Club. There was a variety of country acts 

performing including Goulburn’s own 

country music star Roo Arcus. 

Left: Ian McMurdo, Christina Siarakas and 

Roo Arcus 

 

Griffith Branch 

Griffith’s talented quilters showed off their 

needle work at the Murrumbidgee Country 

Quilters exhibition earlier this month. The 

group is in its 22nd year and has 24       

members. 

Everyone was encouraged to come along for 

morning or afternoon tea and take part in the 

raffle at St Mary’s Hall, the prize for which 

was a beautiful quilt that the ladies had     

assembled.  

 

Gunnedah Branch  

Members of the Can Assist Gunnedah branch held 

their annual Halloween Mock Debutante Ball on 

October 29, 2016. The night was a great success 

and a whopping $10,936 was raised from the sale 

of ball and raffle tickets. 

Gunnedah were also recipients of over $1,000 from 

the local Bingo Players club at a fundraising event 

in November 2016. 

Left: Gunnedah branch in full costume at the Halloween 

Mock Debutante Ball 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Gunnedah continued  

The branch raised more than $1,100 at its movie 

night fundraiser in February. The group premiered 

popular tear-jerker ‘Lion’ to a packed house at The 

Civic, and all funds raised went towards supporting 

local cancer patients.  

 

Right: Members of the local Gunnedah Bingo Players 
Club present their cheque to Can Assist.                            

 

 

Hay Branch   

The Can Assist Hay branch are 
grateful to local business Crighton’s 
Engineering, which raised over 
$28,000 in a car rally in December 
2016, an event that initially began as 

an end-of-year celebration for staff.  

 

 

Above: Staff of Crighton's Engineering at the Rally 

 

Six cars, all well past their prime, and one support vehicle left 

Hay for Cameron’s Corner via the Pack Saddle Hotel and White 

Cliffs. Two of the cars failed to complete the journey -  one      

vehicle is now a permanent tourist attraction on a hill top at 

White Cliffs, while the second vehicle became the star attraction 

in Hay’s first crane car drop after it was towed back to town. This 

further boosted the coffers of Can Assist, with people bidding for 

the honour of pressing the button for the broken down car’s final 

demise.  

Right: Hay’s first ever car crane drop in action. 



 

Hay continued  

The local community of Hay has yet again rallied behind Can Assist 

with two recent fundraising initiatives generating more than $50,000 

for local cancer patients. 

Jen Payne decided to do her bit for Can Assist after losing a dear 

friend to cancer in 2015, so she raised more than $25,000 and in 

the process sacrificed her own hair. Jen worked on her ‘Nothing  

Under $15K’ fundraising effort for eight months with the promise 

that if she raised $15,000 her hair would go.  

With no time to spare, Jen turned up to the event with a balance of 

$12,000 – the rest of the money was raised on the night; so off went 

the hair!  

Pictured right: Jen Payne after her head shave 

 

 

Leeton Branch 

Leeton Can Assist members Judy 

Sheather, Kathleen Maskus, Judy 

McLean and Phyllis Gutherie proudly   

assisted with the Roxy theatre party         

fundraiser in early March. 

Left: Judy Sheather, Kathleen Maskus, Judy 

McLean and Phyllis Gutherie proudly prepare 

for the theatre party fundraiser. 

 

 

 

Brian Walsh, Scott Grigg, Peter Gleason, 

Tim Hutchinson and Milton Hoystead all 

combined to donate the lambs, which went 

for top dollar at the sale in February at  

Griffith’s monthly sheep sales. As a result, 

a cheque for $7,300 is now with Leeton 

branch. Group member Laney Lashbrook-

Gough was thrilled.  

Right: Laney Lashbrook-Gough receives the 

funds from Milton Hoysted, Dianne Caffery and 

Tim Hutchinson 

  



 

 

Lithgow Branch  

Lithgow’s year of fundraising ended with 

a Chocolate Wheel Fundraiser, where 

hardworking volunteers brought a bit of 

Christmas spirit to Cook Plaza.  

The cheerful Can Assist ‘elves’ were 

thrilled with the community support they 

received and the crowd was kept entertained thanks to performances by the students of Lithgow Public 

School and members of the Sally Anne School of Dance.  

 

Westfund Health Insurance gives 

to Can Assist Lithgow 

This year’s Brian ‘Chocko’ Sharp Memorial 

Charity seven-a-side cricket knockout marked 

the 40th anniversary of Brian Sharp’s death. 

Brian’s daughter Natalie Sharp, who has 

worked at Westfund  Insurance for 25 years, 

was pleased to be able to hand over the      

donation to Can Assist Lithgow. Westfund’s 

$500 donation was a contribution to the total of 

$1,340 raised on the day.  

 

 

Moree Branch 

Thank you to the Moree Men's Shed, 

who donated $2,500 to Can Assist 

Moree back in February.  

The generous funds were raised as a 

result of their skilled wood-working 

and devoted selling at their stall in 

town. 

 

 

        



 

 

Narrandera Branch  

An amazing night was had in Narrandera 

recently at the annual Rodeo. Thank you to 

all those involved with the Can Assist    

Narrandera branch for your unwavering 

support of the local community. 

 

 

A Fire Update from Dunedoo 
Dunedoo District is beginning to recover after the devastating fires in mid February 2017. 

It is now over one month since 54,000 hectares of productive farming land was decimated by cata-

strophic fire leaving many families totally destitute with loss of houses, sheds, machinery, tools,        

kilometres of fencing and most of all animals which are their livelihood – 

sheep and cattle, many of which were totally lost to the fire and others 

that had to be destroyed as a result of burning.   

Losses so far are estimated at $96 million and still being counted. 

Some of our Can Assist members have been affected by this           

devastation. The fire spread far further than anyone could ever have 

imagined and it started on a property on the Ivan Dougherty Drive, a 

small back road leading to the Golden Highway (the major artery from 

Dubbo to Newcastle).  It continued its rampage of destruction along the 

Highway with gale force winds and temperatures in the forties on     

Sunday 12 February 2017 until it reached Cassilis, some 45kms from 

where it started.  At the same time, with a wind change it began another 

rampage north towards the township of Coolah, again taking properties 

in its path. The village of Uarbry was totally wiped out and will probably 

cease to exist as a village in the future. 

Currently BlazeAid are doing a wonderful job of helping farmers in the Coolah, Dunedoo and Cassilis  

districts to reform fence lines and give the farmers hope of recovery. 

This means that all organisations in the small towns have been called upon, with many hands on deck 

to feed these wonderful volunteers and the Dunedoo Branch of Can Assist will be part of this help 

force. 

Above: Background article provided by Pamela Bowman. Please zoom in to read full content.  

 

 



 

Lilier Lodge  

The official opening of the Lilier Lodge ‘The Brian and Joy       

Kahlefeldt Wing’ took place on 1 February. It was a great occasion 

and we were pleased to welcome Leeton, Lockhart and Temora 

branches at the event. (pictured below with Kay Hull AM & Vicki Meyer) 

Left: Brian 

and Joy 

Kahlefeldt 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On the 15th March Can Assist and joint venture partner Cancer Council NSW officially re-launched the 

13-year-old accommodation facility. In addition to improvements made to the grounds, Lilier Lodge now 

boasts new curtains, furniture, lighting, linen, painting, shade cloths and signage as well as a new    

Serenity Garden. Can Assist President and Chair Vicki Meyer (pictured below).  



 

Social Media helps us spread the word  

Please visit www.facebook.com/CanAssistNSW1/ for more great photos and events. 

We love posting, sharing and promoting your upcoming fundraising events and the wonderful           
successes and photos taken on the day, but we can only do this with your help so please keep us         

informed and we will help spread the word.  

Thank you to all the branches that responded to our recent branding and social media survey, we 
are completing the final details and will be in touch soon to provide the assistance you have       

requested.   

New Merchandise Online Order Form 

Bringing our processes into the 21st Century, we have launched an online merchandise ordering 

form, which replaces the old paper form on the branch login section of the website. All Can Assist 

stationery and merchandise can now be ordered via www.canassist.com.au/merchandise.  

Postage costs are calculated automatically, and there is an option to select either standard or   

express post. You can pay using a credit card, and you will receive a receipt via email. This will 

mean we can post items out to you sooner. 

Entertainment Book Memberships Now Available  

Can Assist is pleased to announce that branches will now be able to purchase Entertainment Book 

memberships. The memberships are a great fundraising opportunity, and 20 percent of the        

proceeds of each membership sold will go back to Can Assist.  

The Entertainment Book memberships offer thousands of 50 percent off and 2-for-1 offers for           

restaurants, arts and attractions, hotels, travel and more. The books may be purchased in either 

digital or hard-copies and are offered in multiple volumes for different New South Wales regions, 

so there are options to suit every branch!  

For more information on how you can promote or purchase a membership, please visit our website 

and follow the Entertainment Book links or contact us at admin@canassist.com.au   

Next Edition of Branching Out  

Missed the cut-off for this edition or have news or an article that you would like to include in the 

next issue? Take note of the upcoming issue dates and deadline for submissions 

 

 

 

 

 

Please send any submissions and/or photos through to admin@canassist.com.au with the subject 

title ‘Branching Out submission’.  

 

Branching Out 2017 Deadline for submissions 

June Issue 31st May 2017 

September Issue 31st August 2017 

December Issue 30th November 2017 



 

Meet the Team at the Sydney Office 

 

“I am motivated by the values that underpin Can Assist 

and am consistently inspired by the amazing work of our     

members and volunteers. I am always happy to help.“ 

Jessie McGill 

“I’m excited to launch the Sydney Branch  as part 

of the work of the Sydney office.”  

Janice Scelzo 

 

“Every Branch receipt I get as the  

bookkeeper lets me know exactly how   

important we are to help individuals.” 

Ann  Yao 

“I have a passion for process efficiency and    

streamlining, so please pass on any feedback  

regarding ideas to simplify our processes.”       

Stuart Guerin 

“Hello again. Thrilled to be back and so 

proud to be a part of the wonderful team yet 

again, helping make a difference for such a 

great cause.” 

Natasha Khushalani 

“I’m pleased to bring my skills of developing charities 

and fundraising to such a worthwhile charity.”  

Emma Norris 

“I’m pleased to share my events 

knowledge at such a wonderful 

work place.” 

Rhys Te Awhitu 

“Such a great cause and I have already 

been to a few events and met some 

wonderful volunteers.” 

Christina Siarakas 

“I am a volunteer with Yass Branch and 

now assist part time with Social Media 

and am here to help you. “ 

Andrew McGrath 


