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On 13 October 2016 I was given the amazing opportunity to meet with the new President and Chair Vicki 

Meyer and visit one of the founders of our esteemed organisation, Kathleen George.  

For 2 hours we were treated to a potted history of Mona Ham’s work at the Sydney Hospital and how Kathleen 

worked with her to deliver the first practical support delivered by Cancer Patients Assistance Society.  

Kathleen is a formidable, passionate woman who remembers the early days clearly and concisely bringing the 

story of our beginnings to life. We were able to meet the woman, see the photos and sit in the very chairs that 

graced The Jean Colvin Hospital that Kathleen bought at auction where the facility closed. It was awe inspiring 

and set my sights on the success they achieved to be replicated some 61 years later.  

Vicki gifted Kathleen with fragrant flowers that 

she absolutely loved along with the book, a Can 

Assist mug and small hessian gift bag.  

On Melbourne Cup Day I returned to Potts Point 

and met another of the early adopters,       

Adrienne Richardson, and at their request   

brought more copies of “A History of the Cancer 

Patients Assistance Society of New South 

Wales 1955-1987” that both women featured in 

significantly and had them in Can Assist calico 

bags and the original CPAS lapel pins for the 

friends that Kathleen will celebrate with at  her 

upcoming birthday on 8 December.   

From CPAS to Can Assist—what an amazing 6 

decades and still going strong.  

Thank you for the opportunity to serve. 

Janice Scelzo / Chief Executive Officer  
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Keeping safe  
 

Thinking is how we stay safe. We need to understand one another and only then can we truly keep 
one another safe. Sydney is now thinking like a Branch and we will look to you for guidance. We are 
your staff and we are here to ensure that you enjoy the same work health and safety as paid 
employees.  
 
WHS legislation actually states that volunteers have the same WHS responsibilities and rights as paid 
employees and that we are legally required to have at least one WHS officer per branch to keep you 
all safe.  
 
From now on we will all be required to participate in the WHS training—even staff and our Board 
Directors have access to the on line training .  
 
By 30 June 2017 all branches must be up to date with WHS to align with their Annual Branch 
Meeting . The WHS trained volunteer must be noted in the minutes of that meeting for the next 
financial year and we will update the ‘Notification of Office Bearers’ form to include this role.  
 
All 52 branches have the same due date commencing 2017.  
 
While your branch only needs a minimum of one executive member to complete the training annually, 
there is no maximum so feel free to have as many members as you like complete it!  
 
 
 
 



Finance Update 

Firstly, I would like to thank all of the branches for all of the fundraising 

and financial assistance that you made possible, over $1.7m in 2015-16. 

Your work to support your community and the community support that 

you all receive is awe inspiring. Thank you and well done!  

Given our core purpose is to raise funds to then provide support through 

financial assistance our focus is fundraising.  

We are required by ACNC, ASIC and OLGR to undertake an annual 

audit. The role of the auditor is to certify that the financial records of Can 

Assist give a true and fair view of the company’s financial position and 

performance.  

Therefore once the end of the financial year is upon us Sydney must be in receipt of all copies of your yearly bank 

statements, your fundraising documentation and your financial assistance documentation.  

There is now only one document required for financial assistance to ensure good governance is in place. This was 

created with the auditors in October 2016 and streamlined some of the process. Also we can now accept scans and 

the branches can keep their original documents.  

It would be excellent if all of the branches could continue to keep their documentation up to date  while we only need 

it once per  year as per the dates in the above box. If you wish, we can look at having local accountants work with 

you to prepare the year end documentation for auditing as that is the only time we need to inspect your records.  

 

Key Dates  

Year End 
30 June 2017 

 
All documentation from 

branch to accountant 
15 July 2017 

All documentation from  
accountant to auditor 

15 August 2017 



Focus On  

Vale Wendy Dunstan 
Can Assist Forbes farewells one of its core members, Wendy Dunstan, who was a devoted member of Can 

Assist and worked as Secretary for 15 years until ill health made it necessary for her to step down. 

During her time with Can Assist, she gave many hours, not only to her work as Secretary but also to the 

ongoing fundraising for the branch.  She helped to give Can Assist Forbes a high profile name in the 

community with a strong and respected reputation. 

Her commitment and warmth will be missed by all those who knew her, and we send our deepest sympathies 

to her husband, Kerry Dunstan, and their family and friends. 

 

 



Focus On  

Vale Betty Heydon   
 

Betty Heydon, Life Member of Gundagai Can Assist, passed away in Gundagai Hospital                    
on 22 September 2016 at the age of ninety years. Betty joined Can Assist in 1991 and for twenty 

years was Treasurer of the Gundagai branch. For two of those years she was Secretary/Treasurer.  

Betty was extremely committed to her role as an Executive member of Gundagai Can Assist. She 

was well known and respected among other branches in the Riverina. 

In 2014 Betty was named Gundagai’s Citizen of the Year for her services to the Gundagai  

community, where she lived her entire life.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Betty welcomed cancer patients and their carers into her home any time of the day or night where 
she always gave a sympathetic ear and worked tirelessly to ensure they were well supported at such 
a difficult time in their lives. Betty made the cancer journey for many people in Gundagai far less 

daunting with her knowledge of Can Assist’s services and her support. 

 

For 67 years Betty was the devoted wife of Mick. She cared for him lovingly in their home, and in 
Uralba, the aged care residence where they lived for the past two years. Betty and Mick enjoyed a 
happy life together, twice travelling around Australia in their caravan, making many life long friends 

along the way. 

 

Betty and Mick had two children, Peter and Judy, and they were blessed with many grandchildren 
and great grandchildren, all of whom Betty was very proud. She looked forward to the family’s  
regular visits from Canberra, enjoying spending time in their company, cooking for them and sharing 

a laugh. 

 

Betty Heydon will be greatly missed by the Gundagai community and the branch wishes to extend 

their deepest sympathy to her family on her passing. 



Around Town 

Margaret Dalmau,  Lilier 

Lodge Facilities Manager, Jai 

Bernard, Cancer Council 

NSW and Alison Casnave, 

Lilier Lodge Guest Services 

visiting the facility  

Wagga Wagga, Wednesday,  
3 November 2016.  

Melbourne Cup Day visit to 

Kathleen George and 

Adrienne Richardson  

Potts Point, Tuesday,  
2 November 2016 



Around Town 
                      

 

Parkes 30th Birthday 

celebration at Parkes 

Gold Club  

 

Parkes, Sunday 
13 November 2016 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Around Town 
                      

 

Rollonin Café  

Country Fair  

Yass, Sunday  
20 November 2016 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


