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A Word From 
Matthew Geracitano, General Manager 
 

As most of you will be aware, we are in full audit mode again. We understand it’s a very stressful time of the 

year for everyone but if we don’t all pull together, then we do run the risk of losing our charity status. 

In fact, since the establishment of the Australian Charities and Not-for-profits 
Commission (ACNC) in December 2012, the ACNC has removed or revoked 

the registration of more than 13,000 charities from the charity register. 

Can Assist is required to provide detailed reporting to the ACNC about all 
aspects of the organisation’s operations including financial reporting, 
types of fundraising events and level of financial assistance and support 
provided across the entire organisation. To ensure that Can Assist doesn't 
meet the same fate as these 13,000 charities, we rely on and very much 
appreciate your support and assistance in providing timely reports and 
information so that Can Assist can continue to meet the requirements of the 
ACNC.  
 
Source: https://third-sector.com.au/thousands-charities-face-revocation/ 
 
On a lighter note, I have again had the pleasure of meeting many more of our dynamic members at my 
recent branch visits to Bega, Eurobodalla, Shoalhaven and Manning Valley. It is exciting to be out on the road 
and see firsthand your communities and witness the fantastic work that you all do.   
 
A reminder that we have our major fundraising event the “City meets Country Race Day” on the 25 June at 
Royal Randwick. It has been encouraging to receive such positive feedback, well wishes and interest in 
attending the day from so many of you. I do hope that you are able to join us for a fun day out!  
 
Kind regards 
Matthew 

  

  

Branching Out 
Issue 12, May 2016 

Did you know? 
 

The ACNC has 
removed or revoked 
more than 13,000 

charities from the their 
register since 2012 

https://third-sector.com.au/thousands-charities-face-revocation/


Keeping Safe 
 
With the colder weather fast approaching, there are a few things to keep in mind when going about your Can 
Assist work to ensure our volunteers stay as safe as possible through the winter months! These points will 
also be good to consider while completing the Event Checklists for each venue where volunteers are 
fundraising. These are available on the branch log in section of the website. 

 

Keeping Safe Tip 
Remind your volunteers to wear proper footwear, and to be aware of slip, 
trip and fall hazards while fundraising, especially if the ground is wet, 
slippery or uneven. 

 

Keeping Safe Hint 
No matter what type of heater you have, it is important to check it is safe to 
use every winter. Check electric heaters for obvious signs of damage such 
as rusted reflectors or damage to the power cord.  
 
Portable outdoor gas heaters need regular safety checks and should be 
serviced every two years. They can cause fires if they are incorrectly 
stored, not properly maintained or placed too close to overhead coverings 
such as awnings or other flammable materials. 

 
Information from http://www.healthdirect.gov.au/winter-health-hazards-at-home 

 

Remember 
only one Branch 
Executive needs 

to complete it 
every 12 
months! 

http://www.healthdirect.gov.au/winter-health-hazards-at-home


Finance Update 
It is just two months until the end of the financial year when we will once again face audit and statutory 

reporting requirements and due dates. 

I would like to thank all the branch Treasurers who send us their branch financial records together with all the 
supporting paper work on a monthly basis. This will assist us to achieve our statutory requirements. It is a 

stellar effort and I thank you all for donating your valuable time.  

You will have received our correspondence dated 1 March in which we 
communicated board timelines and documentation requirements in 

preparation for the annual audit. 

There are some branches who have not yet returned their bank 
confirmation certificates. A bank confirmation certificate is required for 
each and every branch bank account and must be signed by two branch 
executive. If you have not returned these forms could please you do 

so as soon as possible? 

The interim central audit is currently scheduled for 9-12 May so if you are 
a centrally audited branch you should provide us with your branch 
financials up to the end of March if you have not already done so. In 

addition to this, please provide financials for: 

April financials — by 31 May 2016 
May financials — by 30 June 2016  
June financials —by 21 July 2016 
 
If you are a locally audited branch you need to provide your completed financial records to your local 

auditor by 21 July 2016. Your local auditor must provide completed branch audited financial reports to Dobbs 
Vumbaca, the central auditors by 7 August 2016. 
 
The Sydney end of financial year audit commences 27 July 2016 and as timelines are once again tight we 

would ask branch Treasurers for their cooperation with the foregoing audit timelines. 

Kind Regards 

Key Dates for the Central Audit 
 

April Financials  
31 May 2016 

 
May Financials  
30 June 2016  

 
June Financials  

21 July 2016 
 

Key Dates for Local Audit 
 

All Financial to local Auditor   
21 July 2016 

 
Local Auditor to Submit financials 

7 August 2016 



Focus On 
Event Forms — What They Look Like & When to Use Them 

Once again the Can Assist calendar is filling up quickly and we can see that you’re all super busy hosting fun 

and entertaining events. We can also see many community members getting involved and raising funds for 

your branches! 

As you may know, Can Assist is legally required to document the details of every event that is hosted on 

behalf of Can Assist by members or members of the public. To help us in this process, we require branches 

and community members to fill out either a Branch Event Form or a Community Event Form. To help you 

distinguish between the two, we have provided images of both forms along with explanations of what they are 

and when to send them to us.  

Branch Event Notification Form 

Whenever your branch is fundraising you need to send in the Branch Event Notification Form found on the 

Member Support Hub on the website: http://www.canassist.com.au/branch-login  

We also this form to be sent in as early as possible (and at least two weeks prior to the event) to allow time 

for processing and liaison with insurers if required. 



Focus on 
Continued 
 
 

Community Event Forms 
Community Event Forms need to be filled out every time a member of the public fundraises for your branch 
so that Sydney Office can send them a letter of authority to fundraise on behalf of Can Assist. As stated in 
Annexure A of the Charitable Fundraising Authority Conditions, the authorization must: 
 
 (a) be in writing, and 
 (b) include the person’s name, and 
 (c) include the terms and conditions under  
  which the authorisation is granted, and 
 (d) include a description of the appeal  or   
  appeals to be undertaken, and 
 (e) indicate the specific period for which the  
  authorisation will apply, including the   
  issue and expiry dates, and 
 (f) be signed and dated by the authorised  
  fundraiser (or a delegate of the     
  authorised  fundraiser or its governing  
  body).  
 
(For more information on the Charitable 
Fundraising Authority Conditions, click here) 
  
We understand branches cannot police every 
fundraising event, but if you are told about the 
event, you will need to need to direct them to 
our website to access the Community Event 
Kit, which has the event application form 
provided. They will then need to fill in the form 
and send to Sydney Office before they 
commence any advertising of the event with 
the Can Assist name attached. 
 
The Community Event Kit can be found in two 
places. On the Can Assist website where 
members of the public can access the 
document: http://www.canassist.com.au/host-
an-event Or on the Member Support Hub: 
http://www.canassist.com.au/branch-login 

http://www.fairtrading.nsw.gov.au/biz_res/ftweb/pdfs/Cooperatives_and_associations/Charitable_fundraising/Fundraising_authority_conditions.pdf
http://www.canassist.com.au/host-an-event
http://www.canassist.com.au/host-an-event
http://www.canassist.com.au/branch-login


Contact Us 

General Manager 
Matthew Geracitano 
Matthew@canassist.com.au  

 
Finance Manager  
Audrey Pritchard  
Audrey@canassist.com.au 
 

EA/Administration 
Manager 
Michelle Jansen 
Michelle@canassist.com.au  

 
 

Operations Manager 
Gina d’Albora    
Gina@canassist.com.au   

 
Financial Accountant 
Chad Carter-Rosewall 
Chad@canassist.com.au 

 
Branch Bookkeeper  
Monday - Wednesday 
Janine Kerr 
Janine@canassist.com.au 
 

 
 
 

Branch Bookkeeper 
Thursday - Friday 
Candy McInerney 
accounts@canassist.com.au 

 
Database Coordinator 
Jessie McGill 

Jessie@canassist.com.au 

Marketing & 
Communications 
Coordinator  
Julia Grove   
Julia@canassist.com.au  

Meet the Team 

Most of you would have heard a few new voices down the line from the Sydney 

Office and we thought it might be nice to put some faces to the voices for you.  

As you can see, our finance team has grown with the introduction of our new Financial Accountant Chad 
Carter-Rosewall and part-time Bookkeepers Candy McInerney and Janine Kerr. With all the hard work you 
guys have put in with fundraising and administering the Financial Assistance Program we’re sure Chad, 
Candy and Janine are a welcome support to you!   
 
Jessie has also joined the Branch and Marketing team, and is an all round superstar managing the 
database, donations and merchandise orders.  
 
So don’t be shy, get in contact with us!  

From the left: Julia Grove, Gina d’Albora, Michelle Jansen, Chad Carter-Rosewall, Jessie McGill, 
Janine Kerr, Matthew Geracitano, and Audrey Pritchard. Insert: Candy McInerney 

mailto:Matthew@canassist.com.au
mailto:Audrey@canassist.com.au
mailto:Branches@canassist.com.au
mailto:Julia@canassist.com.au

