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Welcome to the ninth edition of Lilier News, the mid year edition of our bi annual 

newsletter that is about keeping you, our community of supporters, up to date on what’s 

happening at Lilier Lodge. 

 

  HUGE Celebrations for Lilier Lodge’s 20th Birthday in May 
 

             
   
 
In May this year Lilier Lodge celebrated 20 amazing years of providing a Home Away From Home and 
Safe Haven for country people travelling to Wagga Wagga for Cancer and other medical Treatments. 
 
On the 1st May 2004 Lilier Lodge was officially opened by Joy McKean OAM – Slim Dusty’s wife and 
as a carer for someone with cancer.    At the time Lilier Lodge was also the first regional 
accommodation facility in NSW for cancer patients.  Our first guests arrived on the following 
Monday 3rd May. 
 
With it being such a huge milestone we had to celebrate it several times over the month of May.    
 
1.  Wed 1st May 
It started with a special Guest Dinner on Wednesday 1st May.    
Special guests included Dr Joe McGirr MP, Lawrie Scott, David 
Graham - Can Assist Board Member, and the staff from the local 
CCNSW Office – Eliza, Ellie & Bri.     
 
Thanks to the great Wagga Men’s Shed team who provided the 
amazing dinner. 
 
The special birthday cake supplied by Cakes by Sam was  
cut by Margaret - Lilier Lodge Manager, and former guest  
Lawrie Scott and current guest Rod Gibson.  
 

 



2.  Tues 7th May              
Wagga Wagga Mayor, Cr Dallas Tout, held a special Mayoral Afternoon Tea on the 7th May for Lilier 
Lodge's Birthday, with a focus on thanking our wonderful Volunteers.  In attendance were many 
volunteer supporters associated with Lilier, as well as Crs Amelia Parkins & Jenny McKinnon, and 
representatives from both Can Assist and Cancer Council NSW.    It was a lovely and relaxed 
afternoon.  Thanks to Cr Dallas Tout for this great recognition of Lilier Lodge.   
 

   
 
 
3.  Sat 11th May 
To top the celebrations off we had an Amazing and Wonderful time on the 11th May for Lilier Lodge's 
Big Open Day and Official 20th Birthday Celebrations.  
 
With over 120 people in attendance there was an incredible atmosphere with many memories, 
stories and laughter being shared.  There was some great music by Angus & Tristan from the Riverina 
Conservatorium of Music as well as the Australian Army Band Kapooka - German Ensemble.  
 
We had a Welcome to Country by Aunty Kath Withers, several speeches, lovely food from Castle 
Lane Catering, unveiling of a commemorative plaque, cutting of the big birthday cake, and much 
more.... 
 
We were so privileged to have David Kirkpatrick come along and renew the connection with his 
family that started with his mother, Joy McKean, who officially opened Lilier Lodge back in 2004. 
David also performed one of his father's (Slim Dusty) songs for us - Looking Forward Looking Back. 
 
Thank you to Aunty Kath Withers, Kay Hull OAM, Dr Joe McGirr MP, Emma Phillips, Greg Bissett, 
Grant Luhrs, and David Kirkpatrick for your involvement in the day. Thank you also to the many 
volunteers, Lilier Lodge and Cancer Council Staff, and Can Assist Directors, Damian Jenkins from Next 
in Line Films who all pitched in and assisted with the running of the day. 
 
Thank you, as well, to the following for their support of Lilier’s Birthday Celebrations – Jess Barclay 
and Wagga Community Princess Foundation;   Riverina Cancer Care Centre;  South Wagga Rotary 
Club;  Tumut Can Assist Branch;  Vicki Meyer;   BIGW Wagga;  IGA Wagga;  Kennedy Bros 
Earthmoving;  West Wyalong Lions Club;  and  Merriwagga Friendship Club. 
 
4.  Lilier Lodge Video – The Lilier Story 
To commemorate Lilier’s 20 years of providing an essential service we made a special video that tells 
the Lilier Story, how and why the Lodge was started, and the impact the service has for the many 
people who need to stay. 
 
You can view the video on our website by clicking on the link below: 
https://canassist.org.au/lilier-lodge/ 
 
Please have a look at the video and let us know what you think.  It is well worth viewing.  
Thanks to Damian Jenkins at Next in Line Films for his wonderful work with filming, editing and 
basically bringing it all together.  
 
 

https://canassist.org.au/lilier-lodge/?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAAR0T1QTaqjrQ8GY9denN0sQn8oe5v2gxq0r1oUiaDmv8wRpHPQUMiPqqTuk_aem_ZmFrZWR1bW15MTZieXRlcw


The following is a small snippet of the photos taken on the 11th May. 
 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Stop the Press  -  Great News!!  
Bulk Billing for Cancer Treatment to start in July 2024 at the Riverina Cancer 
Care Centre 
 
The NSW Health Minister, Ryan Park announced on the 19th June that an agreement had been 
reached between the NSW Government and Cancer Care Associates who operate the RCCC that 
allows for ALL patients to be bulk billed for their cancer treatments.  This means there will now no 
longer be any out of pockets expenses and ends the inequity and added stress that existed for 
people in the Riverina who had to find funding for their treatment.  This brings Wagga in line with all 
the other regional Cancer Treatment Centres in NSW where bulk billing has been in place for many 
years.    
 
Congratulations to the Riverina Communities, RCCC, Dr Joe McGirr MP, Can Assist, Lilier Lodge, 
Cancer Council NSW, and the many other organisations and people who have, over several years, 
advocated and lobbied for this change to happen.   Well Done everyone.   This is the power of the 
people at work. 
 
 

Social Activities  
Our small but dedicated group of Lilier Volunteers continue to undertake a range of activities in 
support of Lilier’s guests and staff.    
 
Interest in and involvement with the Veggie Garden is certainly growing.  As well as our very own 
gardening guru, Steve, we’ve had a number of guests including Ros, Rod and John working in the 
garden, planting, pruning, and generally tidying up.   It has been highly therapeutic for our guests 
and has helped them enjoy the time while at Lilier.   The gardens are thriving due to all the extra 
attention they’ve had.   Earlier in the year the veggie garden yielded plenty of fresh produce, more 
than what could be used by our guests.  We shared the love and produce with several local 
community groups – Carevan Wagga;  Ronald McDonald House;  Women’s Health;  and Sisters 
Housing.       
 
Thanks again to Wagga Wagga Christian College and Sacred Heart Primary School for their 
continued yummy contributions to our Tuesday Guest Morning Teas.     
 
Our Wednesday night Community Dinners for the Guests have been booked for the entire year, all 
44 weeks.  They are very much appreciated and enjoyed by both our guests and host groups alike.   
If your group or business would like to be involved and host a dinner next year please contact Lilier 
Lodge for more information on 6925 5240 or contact our guest dinner coordinators, Lyn & Jim 
Gibson via email at gibson008@bigpond.com  
 

New Water Feature 
We have a new wonderfully unique water feature  

in our Serenity Garden thanks to former guests,  

Alison and Rodney.    It is an old bathroom pedestal  

sink with the recycled water coming through the taps.     

Unfortunately, our old and more conventional water  

feature went missing about 18 months ago.    

This is a great replacement.   

                      

                     

     

 

 

mailto:gibson008@bigpond.com


Volunteer Corner 
Sharon Cattell 
 

 
  
Sharon with Lyn Gibson              

at the High Tea in March 

 

 

 

 

Thank you to those who have donated……                                              
 

We are always very much humbled by and appreciate the great support provided to Lilier Lodge 

from community groups and individuals in Wagga Wagga and across the region.               

Every little bit counts, whether big or small, in helping to make the stay of our guests a comfortable 

one.     

 

Special mention to the following for their monetary donations  -   

Junee Rotary Club;  Cause4Cancer;  Wagga Community Princess Foundation;  Tumut Can Assist;  IGA 

Wagga;  South Wagga Rotary Club;  Merriwagga Friendship Club;  Riverina Ford Owners Group;  

West Wyalong Lions Club;  Riverina Cancer Care Centre;  Junee Can Assist;  Narrandera Lions Club;  

Joan Skewes;  Albert Milgate;  Lou Woolner;  Vicki Meyer;  Kennedy Bros Earthmoving;  Les & Coralie 

Irvin;  and  Griffith Rotary Club Avanti. 

 
In kind donations come in various forms.  Lilier has been blessed with donations of   fruit,  cakes, 
biscuits,  chocolates, food and drinks for our morning teas and dinners,  plants for the garden,  
pictures,  as well as saleable items such as handmade wooden bowls,  handmade ceramic bowls,  
knitted blankets,  handmade toys,  handmade slippers,  beanies and bags,  cards to name a few.    It 
all is much appreciated and does make a huge difference to our guests. 
 
Lilier has several quality items that have been donated and are for sale, so if you are in the vicinity 
come and have a look and maybe purchase something for yourself or as a gift.   All proceeds come 
back to Lilier Lodge to assist in making our guests’ stays a more comfortable one. 
 

 
 

Hello everyone – my name is Sharon Cattell and I have been a volunteer 
at Lilier Lodge for 18 months. 

 
I retired early (lucky me!!) and needed something to occupy some of my 
time, having been used to working full time all my life.  I’ve always 
wanted to give back something to the community, and with cancer being 
very prevalent among family and friends, Lilier Lodge was the obvious 
place to apply. 

 
My primary contribution is supporting and assisting Margaret and Alison 
with administrative duties which allows them to get on with other higher 
level admin which they are required to do.  Also, I’m a bit of a garden 
addict so enjoy looking after the indoor plants, a bit of pruning or 
whatever may need doing around Lilier and it’s gardens.  I had the 
privilege of being on the Committee that organised the 2024 High Tea 
Fundraiser and it was a great experience and fabulous day. 
 
The Wagga Wagga Regional area is very lucky to have such an amazing 
facility available to them where there is a friendly and supportive 
environment for guests going through cancer treatment and I feel very 
privileged to be part of the Lilier Lodge community.  So many wonderful 
guests, volunteers and staff.   
 



Fundraising Activities For everyone’s involvement! 
 

 
 

Our annual Fundraising High Tea was held in March at The Garden’s Restaurant in the 
beautiful Wagga Botanic Gardens.   Another successful day.  We had approximately 130 
people attend, and all enjoyed the afternoon with the company, scrumptious food, the 
inspirational talk by John Harper, Peter Casey’s MCing and entertaining, and the raffle and 
door prizes on offer. 
 

           
 
A BIG Thank you to those who donated prizes for the High Tea raffle, your generosity and support 
was very much appreciated  -  The Townhouse Hotel Wagga Wagga;  Pastorale by Meccanico;  Cake 
Art by Sam;  Bill Booth & Sharon Cattell;  Junee Licorice Factory and Bulla Creek Brewery. 
                     

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Our Annual Garage Sale will be held on Saturday 23rd November this year at Lilier Lodge from 8am 
to 1pm.    
      
Previous garage sales have proven to be very popular and successful.   We are hoping to have a huge 
amount and variety of goods on sale.   In the past all items included in the garage sale have been 
donated which means all proceeds from sales goes directly to Lilier Lodge.     If you would like to 
donate some quality items to sell in our garage sale please contact us at Lilier Lodge.     We look 
forward to seeing you there. 

 
 

A great way of supporting Lilier Lodge and 
the guests who stay with us is to 
contribute to or attend one of our 
fundraising activities.     
 
Another way is by donating directly via our 
website at 
 https://canassist.org.au/lilier-lodge/    
Or via the QR code on the left. 
 

SAVE THE DATE: 
Next year’s Fundraising High Tea event 
will be held on Sunday March 16, 2025 
at The Gardens Restaurant in the 
beautiful Botanic Gardens.     
 
For more information please contact 
Lilier Lodge on 02 6925 5240. 
 

 

https://canassist.org.au/lilier-lodge/


The Lilier Tree - A unique Gift 
 

                        
 

Why not consider buying a Leaf for the Lilier Tree as a unique Gift?   
Leaves can have a name and date engraved on them and can be purchased for just $100.00 each. 

Please give Lilier Lodge a call on 02 6925 5240 for more information. 
              
                             

Improvements at Lilier Lodge. 
We’ve had some recent work undertaken on the external areas of Lilier Lodge in order to maintain 
the facility so it can be fit for purpose for the future.     
 
The guttering and down pipes have been renewed and the outside of the building given a face lift 
with painting.   As well, a new external awning was built over the link hallway out in the vegetable 
garden to protect the wall as it gets the full force of the western sun in the afternoons.   Thanks to 
Powers Insulation and Plumbing for doing a great job. 
 
We are also planning on having an internal repaint of Lilier Lodge to freshen it all up.   This will 
hopefully start in July or August.    
 
 

Lilier Lodge Room Rates to Increase in August 2024 
Lilier Lodge continues to try and balance affordability with sustainability, ensuring accessibility for 
those needing accommodation when undergoing cancer treatment. 
However, with the increasing costs of living we are finding that our Room Rates are no longer 
covering our costs.  So, we have had to to make the unenviable decision to increase our rates so 
Lilier can be around to support cancer patients long into the future.   However, we will still be 
offering a complementary continental breakfast with all bookings.    
 
For more information or to enquire about IPTAAS please contact Lilier Lodge on 69255240. 
 
 
A Big Thank You to Dr Joe McGirr MP, who, after attending Lilier’s 20th Birthday Celebrations, made 
a Community Recognition Statement in Parliament on the 14th May acknowledging the great work of 
Lilier Lodge in supporting cancer patients and their families since 2004 and congratulating all 
involved.   Thanks Dr Joe for all your support of Lilier Lodge. 
                               
 
Thank you too, to our great Lilier Lodge staff members.  Without who, we wouldn’t be able to 
provide the caring and supportive service that we do.  Fran, one of our housekeepers who had been 
with us for 3 years, left us in February.  We wish her well in her future endeavours, and welcome 
Moya Smith to the team.  
 
 

Recent guests, Sue & John Ryan, are 

pictured hanging up their Leaf on 

the Lilier Tree.   Both were so 

grateful for their stay at Lilier Lodge 

and felt it important to give back 

and support Lilier Lodge.   



Cancer Information Resources 
 
Lilier Lodge is supported by our joint venture owners – Can Assist and Cancer Council NSW.   
Both entities provide information and resources to support those people diagnosed with cancer and 
their families and carers.   
 
Cancer Council provides easy-to-understand, evidence-based resources about all aspects of cancer.  
Get practical tips and learn about different types of cancer, cancer treatments, emotional and 
practical issues, and recovery.  
 
You can pick up free booklets at Lilier Lodge or your treatment centre, or call Cancer Council 13 11 
20 and they will post them to you.  
 
Visit the Cancer Council website at cancercouncil.com.au to find all Cancer Council’s information 
online. You can also listen to Cancer Council’s podcasts – The Thing About Cancer and The Thing 
About Advanced Cancer feature experts answering key questions about coping with cancer, while 
Finding Calm During Cancer can help you relax through a series of meditation and relaxation tracks. 
If you have any questions, or simply want to talk through your concerns, remember you can call 
Cancer Council’s experienced health professionals on 13 11 20, Monday to Friday, 9 am–5 pm. 
 
Can Assist provides useful resources, information and links on their website www.canassist.org.au.  
Requests for online financial assistance and support can also be found and made on their website.    
Can Assist brochures with contacts for all their 56 Branches are also available at Lilier Lodge.  
 
 
 
Thank you Everyone again for your continued support of Lilier Lodge and it’s many guests. Please 
know it is very much appreciated. 

               
 

                     
                         

Love and hugs to you all. 

 
Margaret Dalmau, 
Manager, Lilier Lodge 

https://www.cancercouncil.com.au/cancer-information/
https://www.cancercouncil.com.au/podcasts/?category=podcasts
http://www.canassist.org.au/

