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HE NSW modified car community
has again found itself in the
crosshairs of the authorities, with
NSW Police and the RMS actively
targeting owners of modified vehicles with
regard to compliance issues.

Owners of modified vehicles are being
issued with notices to present their cars for
mandatory inspections at a predetermined
timeandplace.Failuretocomplywiththe notice
results in cancellation of your registration and
a hefty fine, whereas presenting your vehicle
for inspection can lead to a red sticker defect
which can only be cleared by a follow-up RMS
inspection.

Some within the car community argue that
avenues exist to have modified vehicles certified
for street use, and that enthusiasts have an
obligation to follow those processes to ensure
their vehicles are compliant. Perhaps only those
who have done the wrong thing have anything
to worry about?

Others suggest that the heavy-handed
tactics being employed represent a massive
overreach, an abuse of power and a misuse
of public resources. Many enthusiasts I've
spoken with are of the view that the operation is
disproportionate to any risk — real or perceived
- which modified vehicles may present to road
users, and that the punishment simply doesn't
fit the crime.

But rather than get bogged down in all that
business, for now I'd like to draw some attention
to the positive impact car enthusiasts have on
the broader community, and point out that
efforts by authorities to negatively impact the
car scene are bound to stifle that to some extent.

Just the other day | received a press release
from the Cudgegong Cruisers, a beaut little car
club based in my hometown of Mudgee, NSW.
Mudgee is a relatively small rural community
of around 10,000 people, and while the club
has only been around since 2009 it has already
made a very positive, lasting and tangible impact
on the town.

The club’s big annual fundraiser is called
Cancruise — an event which sees enthusiasts
gather at a central meeting point for a BBQ
breakfast before spending the day touring the
district in their cars, then returning to Mudgee for
adinnerand charify auction. This year, Cancruise
raised an impressive $33,000 for the local
branch of Can Assist, a charity which provides
financial support to rural cancer patients. With
my own family having been impacted by cancer
many times over, if's a cause that's particularly
close to my heart
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Since its inception, the Cudgegong Cruisers
has contributed north of a quarter of a million
dollars to Mid-Western regional charities,
including $232,000 to Can Assist. That money
has helped countless rural families affected
by cancer to navigate the challenges they've
faced, which often includes having to travel
long distances at significant expense to receive
treatment.

It's such a meaningful, real-world impact,
driven by a bunch of hardworking, community-
minded volunteers, who also happen to be
car enthusiasts. And whilst I'm calling out the
incredible efforts of the Cruisers specifically,
it is but one small group in one small town in
country NSW. You'd better believe there are
countless other car clubs all over Australia that
are making a similarly positive impact on their
local communities, and | don't think we do a
good enough job of sharing these good news
stories with the broader public.

There's also the small matter of the impact
the aftermarket industry has on the Australian
economy. The  Australian  Automotive
Aftermarket Association said it was worth $11
billion a year and employed 40,000 Australians
back in 2015. I'd be surprised if that hasn't
grown exponentially since then, given the rapid
expansion our industry saw during the COVID
years.

So, by actively seeking to target owners of
modified vehicles, authorities are impacting
upon the vastly positive community and
economic footprint our scene has. They are
also acting against a large and passionate voter
base, and that's something we should never let
them forget.

These sorts of challenges are only going to
continue to build in the future, and it's on us te
share these good news stories and represg
our scene and our sport in the most por”
way we can.

Cheers,

Broads.
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