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Welcome to the eighth edition of Lilier News, the Christmas edition of our bi annual
newsletter that is about keeping you, our community of supporters, up to date on what’s
happening at Lilier Lodge.

Lilier Lodge turns 20 years old in 2024

Saturday May 1, 2004 was when Lilier Lodge was officially opened by Joy McKean. Our first guests
arrived on the following Monday 3" May. A great amount of work and fundraising by Can Assist,
Cancer Council NSW and from communities across the Riverina and in Wagga Wagga made this
possible. Twenty years down the track the amazing community support from far and wide has
continued. Without this Lilier Lodge wouldn’t be here to assist over 1400 people per year who need
to travel for treatment.

This milestone is going to be celebrated on Saturday 11" May 2024 with an Open Day and Birthday
Party. Itis Lilier's way of say Thank You to all who have and continue to support Lilier Lodge. To
assist with planning for the event it would be great if you would like to come along and join in the
festivities that you register your interest by contacting Lilier Lodge on 6925 5240.  More details
will be forthcoming in the New Year so watch this space.

While we’ve had another busy six months at Lilier Lodge, we’ve been able to fit in some much
needed holiday time for both Alison in July and Margaret in August.

At Lilier Lodge we are still being careful in regards to COVID-19. We continue to ask COVID-19
screening questions on arrival and require everyone who comes to Lilier Lodge to be at least double
vaccinated, and to sign in with our Visitor’s Register.

We do ask that if anyone has any fevers, cold or flu like symptoms to not visit. We thank everyone
for their continued support and understanding with the Lodge's COVID-19 protocols.



Award Winning Lilier Volunteers

Lilier Lodge is privileged to have the volunteers that we
do. We are proud and appreciate of our small but
dedicated group of volunteers. Two of our volunteers
were recognised with community awards recently.

Lyn Gibson was named the 2023 Wagga Wagga Local
Woman of the Year. Lyn, along with her husband, Jim,
organise the weekly Wednesday night community dinners
at Lilier. These dinners are loved by our guests and the
community groups that cook.

In August, fellow volunteer Brian Roy was announced as
the Riverina Volunteer of the Year. Apart from
volunteering with us at Lilier, Brian is a very active South
Wagga Rotarian, and also assists a number of other
charities as well.

Both Lyn and Brian will go out of their way to assist
people if they can. They are both happy to do whatever
they can for the guests at Lilier. Lyn and Brian are very
worthy recipients of their awards, and we are so proud of
them and to have them both as part of the Lilier
Volunteer Team.

Volunteer Christmas Party

On Wednesday 13" December we held, along with Cancer Council NSW, an amazing Christmas
Afternoon Tea Gathering for all our Volunteers to recognise and say thank you for all their hard
work, dedication, and support. Amongst 40 plus people who attended were volunteers from Lilier
Lodge, CCNSW, the RCCC Bus Drivers, as well several of our Hosts from Lilier's Guest Community
Dinner Program. A number of current Lilier guests also attended to express their thanks to the
volunteers.

It is our pleasure to thank our Volunteers with a special Christmas gathering. The positive
difference and support provided to our guests and clients by them is immeasurable.




Social Activities

Our small but dedicated group of Lilier Volunteers continue to undertake a range of activities in
support of Lilier’s guests and staff.

Veggie Gardening is a new opportunity for guests every Thursday morning. Volunteers, Steve &
Jack, come and work in the garden and welcome the assistance and involvement of the guests. The
guests are taking advantage of this to discuss all things veggie gardening with our very own garden
guru, Steve, and some have even planted their own veggie seeds such as beans. The garden is
thriving and there is plenty of fresh produce available at the moment

We always welcome new volunteers. So, if you are interested in joining our group of volunteers,
please contact us.

Thanks again to Wagga Wagga Christian College and Sacred Heart Primary School for their
continued yummy contributions to our Tuesday Guest Morning Teas.

Our annual Melbourne Cup Day Afternoon Tea and Crazy Hats day was held on 7™ November. All
who attended really enjoyed the sweeps, afternoon tea, and watching the race on the big screen.
Everyone certainly got in to the spirit of the day with their hats.

Our final Wednesday night Community Dinner for the Guests for the year was held on 29" November
and hosted by the Wagga Men’s Shed. It had a Christmas Dinner theme and guests and volunteers
together ensured Lilier’s Christmas Tree and decorations were up in time for the dinner. Next year’s
dinner program starts on the 7" February, and already the dinners are almost booked out for the year
which is amazing.

If your group or business would like to be involved and host a dinner please contact Lilier Lodge for
more information on 6925 5240 or contact our guest dinner coordinators, Lyn & Jim Gibson via email
at gibson008@bigpond.com

Some of the guests and volunteers got right into the spirit of putting up Lilier’s Christmas Tree and
Decorations, having heaps of fun in the process.
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Campaign for Bulk Billing of Radiotherapy and Chemotherapy Treatment in
Wagga Wagga

The campaign for bulk billing of radiotherapy and chemotherapy services in Wagga Wagga
continues.

Good news, though, was received in late November via Dr Joe McGirr MP, that the NSW Minister for
Health and Regional Health, Ryan Park, had stated that the NSW Government are committed to
providing bulk billing cancer treatment services in Wagga Wagga and that tenders are being called
for providers to deliver bulk billed cancer treatment services to Wagga Wagga.

It is hoped that these bulk billing services will be available by mid 2024.

Thank you to those who have donated......

We are always very much humbled by and appreciate

the great support provided to Lilier Lodge from community
groups and individuals in Wagga Wagga and across the region.
Every little bit counts, whether big or small, in helping to make the
stay of our guests a comfortable one.

Special mention to the following for their monetary donations -
Kooringal Rotary Club; Cause4Cancer; Robyn McMellon; Beyond Bank;
the Wagga Wagga Breast Cancer Support Group;

IGA Bourke St; and Heavenly Hair & Nails.

A big Shout Out of thanks to Riverina Fresh, who are supplying and donating Milk to Lilier Lodge on a
weekly basis for guest use. Also, to IGA Bourke St in Wagga who are donating on a weekly basis our
continental breakfast supplies such as cereals and bread and other grocery items for guest use.

In kind donations come in various forms. Lilier has been donated fruit, cakes, jam, biscuits, food
and drinks for our morning teas and dinners, as well as saleable items such as handmade wooden
bowls, handmade ceramic bowls, knitted blankets, handmade toys, , beanies and bags, to name a
few. It allis much appreciated and does make a huge difference to our guests.

A special mention of the Boree Creek Quilters Group who made and donated us 10 Handmade King
Single Patchwork Quilts for the guest beds. Having them on our Guest’s beds make such a
difference. They are bright and really gives the rooms that homely touch.

A further special mention and thank you to Sunrise Rotary, Max & Sue Chapman, David Brady. David
0O'Grady, and Bedrock Landscaping Supplies for the amazing Mulching Makeover to Lilier Lodge's
gardens in September. Having healthy and attractive garden areas can be both therapeutic and
relaxing for our guests and contributes greatly to the comfort of their stays.



Fundraising Activities

Thank You for helping

people in country NSW

to access their cancer

treatment and the care
they deserve.

A great way of supporting Lilier Lodge and
the guests who stay with us is to
contribute to or attend one of our
fundraising activities.

website at
https://canassist.org.au/lilier-lodge/
Or via the QR code on the left.

Donate HERE

Next year’s Fundraising High Tea event
will be held on Sunday March 17, 2024
at our new and exciting venue, The
Gardens Restaurant at the Botanic
Gardens.

For more information please contact
Lilier Lodge on 02 6925 5240.
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Another way is by donating directly via our


https://canassist.org.au/lilier-lodge/

The Lilier Tree - A unique Gift

On the 3™ of December we had the
pleasure of hosting John Mackie, a former
guest, and his family for morning tea.

John had purchased leaves for the Lilier
Tree in memory of his late wife and
parents. Four generations of the Mackie
family were present to place the leaves on
the tree. It was lovely to see and hear
John's grandchildren speak about their
Great, Great Grandparents fondly.

Why not consider buying a Leaf for the Lilier Tree as a unique Gift?
Leaves can have a name and date engraved on them and can be purchased for just $100.00 each.
Please give Lilier Lodge a call on 02 6925 5240 for more information.

Thank you Everyone again for your continued support of Lilier Lodge and it’s many guests. Please
know it is very much appreciated.

Wishing you all the very best for Christmas, whatever you do, and a happy and healthy 2024.
Love and hugs to you all.

Margaret Dalmau,
Manager, Lilier Lodge




