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Welcome to the seventh edition of Lilier News, the “EOFY” edition of our bi annual
newsletter that is about keeping you, our community of supporters, up to date on what’s
happening at Lilier Lodge.

We’ve had another busy six months at Lilier Lodge with our Occupancy rate being very high at 89%.

At Lilier Lodge we are still being careful in regards to COVID-19 and the Flu, and maintaining our
Infectious lliness safe procedures. The wearing of masks is still required and we are still requiring
everyone who comes to Lilier Lodge to be at least double vaccinated, to be COVID-19 screened and
to sign in with our Visitor’s Register.

We do ask that if anyone has any fevers, cold or flu like symptoms to not visit. We thank everyone
for their continued support and understanding with the Lodge's COVID-19 protocols.

Lilier Volunteer Lyn Gibson is the 2023 Wagga Wagga Local Woman of the
Year

It was great to see our wonderful Lilier Lodge volunteer, Lyn Gibson being publicly recognised for all
that she does within the community, her family, and at Lilier. We could not be prouder.

Lyn gives of her time freely and without question.
She will do anything she can to assist someone in
need, whether it be family, friends, her school and
church community, and for guests at Lilier Lodge.
Congratulations Lyn, a very worthy recipient.

The official presentation of the 2023 Wagga Wagga
Local Woman of the Year award was made to Lyn
by Dr Joe McGirr MP at the International Women'’s
Day event in Wagga on Wednesday 8™ March.

As Dr Joe stated - "It’s not just about the food, it lifts
everyone’s spirits, it’s the fellowship, laughter and
friendships made that make it special." A few words
that describe the weekly community dinners arranged
by Lyn, and her husband Jim, at Lilier Lodge.”

Along with coordinating the weekly community dinners
with Jim, Lyn is happy to do whatever she can for Lilier
Lodge, whether helping in the office, taking a guest for a
drive, or assisting with the organisation of Lilier events
such as our annual fundraising high tea, or garage sale.




Solar Update .....

Our new 19.5kw Solar System that was installed by Origin Energy last November finally went live on
the 23™ December 2022 following the installation of a new smart meter.

Already we are seeing benefits with savings on our electricity bills as a result of the solar input. Our
latest electricity bill which covered January to April 2023 was half of the bill for the same period in
2022, saving us approximately $2000.

Thanks again to Origin Energy’s ‘Thank a Small Business Promotion’ and to those who nominated
Lilier Lodge in this promotion.

Improvements

After a mammoth year last year with the upgrading of all our guest bathrooms, we have had some
time and breathing space to recover from that major renovation.

However, we have instigated further energy savings with all lighting at Lilier Lodge now converted to
LED instead of the old fluorescent tubes.

While there is always ongoing maintenance that needs doing on a 19 year old building, our priorities
for the next financial year will include upgrading Lilier’s guttering, external painting, and installation
of an awning over the external wall of the link hallway. We are currently obtaining quotes for this
work and will be seeking grants to cover the cost of these.

Regrettably, we need to replace the lovely blue stone water feature that was in our Serenity Garden.
On the 14" March we discovered that this had gone missing, suspected stolen. Unfortunately, we
didn’t have a security camera in this area so were not able to definitively determine when the water
feature was taken. A new security camera has now been installed in that area. We are currently
looking at alternatives for replacing the water feature.

A Garden Working Bee was held on Saturday 27" May at Lilier Lodge to trim, weed, and generally
bring the jungle that can be Lilier's gardens at times under control. Thanks to the great work of
David Brady, Max & Sue Chapman, Brian Roy, Peter Lander, Alan Lee, Eliza Tout, and several
members of the Burmese Community. They made a big difference to the gardens.




Griffith Cancer Care Centre Opens

Great news for the Griffith and surrounding communities that the new Griffith Cancer Care Centre
officially opened on Thursday 8" June. Radiotherapy will now be available in Griffith. It will mean
less travelling for cancer patients accessing treatment in the area. A difference of a 4 to 6 hour
round trip to Wagga. The new service which is operated by Cancer Care Associates will also be Bulk
Billed which will ease out of pocket expenses immensely.

Congratulations to all involved in fighting for and getting this off the ground. In particular Cancer
Care Associates, Can Assist members, the general community and to Helen Dalton MP.

Campaign for Bulk Billing of Radiotherapy Treatment at Riverina Cancer Care
Centre in Wagga Wagga

Unfortunately, the Riverina Cancer Care Centre (RCCC) in Wagga Wagga is the only regional cancer
centre in NSW that does not have a bulk billing facility for patients having cancer treatment. This
means many patients have substantive out of pocket expenses as a result. This inequity does cause
many patients and their family’s severe financial hardship.

Along with the RCCC, Dr Joe McGirr MP, Can Assist, Lilier Lodge, Cancer Council NSW, and many in
the community have been lobbying the NSW State Government and Murrumbidgee Local Health
District for this unfair inequity to change. To this end Dr Joe presented a petition with over 12
thousand signatures demanding change to the NSW Parliament on the 1°t June. While the
acknowledgement of the issue and response from the Health Minister was positive, we await to see
what eventuates.

Currently, cancer care centres in Albury, Griffith, Canberra, Dubbo and Orange all Bulk Bill. Patients
may start choosing with their feet to go to these other centres because they bulk bill.

IPTAAS Rates
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Thank you to those who have donated......

We are always very much humbled by and appreciate the great support provided to Lilier Lodge
from community groups and individuals in Wagga Wagga and across the region. Every little bit
counts, whether big or small, in helping to make the stay of our guests a comfortable one.

Special mention to the following for their monetary donations - Cause4Cancer; Leeton Farmers
Market; Lions Club of West Wyalong; Terence Casey; Anna Nardi; Bruce Black; Adino Battochio;
and Joan Skews.

A big Shout Out of thanks to Riverina Fresh, who are supplying and donating Milk to Lilier Lodge on a
weekly basis for guest use. Also, to IGA Bourke St in Wagga who are donating on a weekly basis our
continental breakfast supplies such as cereals and bread and other grocery items for guest use.

Both these amazing organisations are assisting Lilier to support our guests and to help lessen our
expenses.

In kind donations come in various forms. Lilier has been donated fruit, cakes, jam, biscuits, food
and drinks for our morning teas and dinners, as well as saleable items such as handmade wooden
bowls, handmade ceramic bowls, knitted blankets, handmade toys, handmade patchwork quilts
for guest beds, beanies and bags, to name a few. It all is much appreciated and does make a huge
difference to our guests.

At Lilier Lodge we also like to think that we can give back in various forms as a way of thanking the
community for their support.

When our Veggie Garden has more produce than what can be used at Lilier, and
thanks to Steve Elphick our veggie garden guru and volunteer, this does happen
regularly. Services such as Carevan, Ronald McDonald House, Sisters Housing
Enterprises, Wagga Women’s Health Centre have all benefitted from Lilier’s
excess of fresh produce.

Lilier Lodge is a proud supporter of the Legacy Club of Wagga Wagga. Every year
Legacy volunteers come and 'trim' Lilier's Rosemary bushes so they can use the
cuttings for the Wagga Wagga Dawn Service at the Victory Memorial Gardens on
ANZAC Day. This year was no different.




People Touch Our Lives, If Only for a Moment

We acknowledge and poy respect to- all wio have been associated
witiv Lder Lodge and Hrat are no- longer with us.

People touci owr Lives, f ondy for a moment; yet tivat moment s
forever.

Llier Lodge s a place Hrat fostery enduring friendsiiips, fellowsivipe,
and conmections.  People come and go- bt a Little bit of everyone’s

spirlt stoys withv ws ot Lllier, and we value and appreciote all wivo-
come Hurough Lilier's doory.

We donw't alwoys heor abowt tivose wiro- have been part of Hhe Lilier
Lodge Community and howve passed awny. However, we do- kinow- of
the following that hase passed witivun the last st months. We
remember them withv love, langhter and respect: We also-
ackmnowledge the Loss of Heir passing to- their famiies and carvers.

Mavk Dureow Michael Crump;
Plhillip lsovy Potricio Eastwick;
Eloise Duin, Mowgaret Lackerstein
Leslie Williams; Chawrmaodine MceDonald;

Vaolerie Dawn EWLott, Pl Barnett,
Robert ‘Robhie’ Warnock,
Craig ‘Skip’ Wlllams, And Reg Withersy

Rest cn Peace.

VY



Volunteer Week

National Volunteer Week was from May 15" to 19", 2023. It is really important to value and thank
our Volunteers at all times but especially so during National Volunteers Week. A special Afternoon
Tea was held on Thursday 18th May at Lilier Lodge to recognise, celebrate and thank not only Lilier
Lodge's Volunteers but also the local Cancer Council NSW Volunteers and the RCCC Bus Drivers.

The positive difference and support provided to our guests and clients by our volunteers is
immeasurable.

A special mention, as well, to all of the Can Assist Members and Volunteers in the over 55 Branches
across NSW. You do an extraordinary job in supporting those people in your local community with

cancer.

Thank You to all who Volunteer, you are amazing.

Volunteer Corner — Spotlight on one of our amazing volunteers

Robyn Sutton Hi, my name is Robyn Sutton and | have been a volunteer at
Lilier Lodge for approximately 3 years.

On retirement | felt a strong desire to volunteer at a local
charity or service organisation. | contacted Lilier Lodge and
was invited by the Manager to come and visit any time for a
chat about the Lodge and its role in the community.

| was extremely impressed with the service they were
providing to the people from the surrounding areas of Wagga
Wagga in their time of need and the care and compassion
shown by the management and staff to all.

My role as a volunteer is a very simple but extremely rewarding
one to assist in the preparation and serving of morning tea
each Tuesday morning.

Each week brings new faces all of whom seem to enjoy the
opportunity to have a chat and a few laughs as they enjoy a
delicious morning tea.

| would like to thank all my fellow volunteers at Lilier Lodge
and the Manager, Margaret, and her wonderful staff for the
amazing job they do to make Lilier Lodge such a great asset for
the community.



Social Activities

Our small but dedicated group of Lilier Volunteers continue to undertake a range of activities in
support of Lilier’s guests and staff. This includes organising of and hosting the Wednesday night
community dinners, hosting the Tuesday morning teas, driving guests to appointments, shops, the
chemist, or taking them out for a cuppa and a drive, Tai Chi/Gentle Exercise classes, spending time
talking with the guests, answering phones, updating data bases, photocopying, putting
information packs together, little odd maintenance jobs, as well as gardening.

Several of our volunteers also assist us with the organisation of and holding of events at Lilier such as
the joint Fundraising High Tea with Can Assist Wagga, the annual Garage Sale, Garden Working
Bees. Without their support these functions would not be as successful as they are.

We are always looking at trying new and different ways of supporting our guests. So if you are
crafty or arty or have other skills that you think might be useful please let us know.

We always welcome new volunteers. So, if you are interested in joining our group of volunteers,
please contact us.

Thanks again to Wagga Wagga Christian College and Sacred Heart Primary School for their
continued yummy contributions to our Tuesday Guest Morning Teas.

The Wednesday night Community Dinners for the Guests are continuing with everyone loving them.
If your group or business would like to be involved and host a dinner next year please contact Lilier
Lodge for more information on 6925 5240 or contact our guest dinner coordinators, Lyn & Jim Gibson
via email at gibson008 @bigpond.com

Lilier Lodge Cook Book

The production of our Lilier Lodge Cook Book is still happening, just taking a little longer than
anticipated. We are currently getting quotes and we hope to have it available for sale later this
year. Watch this space.

Fundraising Activities

The annual Lilier Lodge and Can Assist Wagga Joint Fundraising High Tea was held again on Sunday
the 19" March at Food | Am and was a very successful and wonderful day with 160 people
attending. Everyone enjoyed themselves despite it being the hottest day in March for a very long
time.

Thank you to all who attended in support of Lilier Lodge and Can Assist Wagga, to our volunteers
without whom the day wouldn’t have been the success it was. And a BIG Thank You to Food | Am
for their hospitality and great service, to Kapooka Army Band Jazz Ensemble, and to our guest
speaker — Grant Luhrs.

Thanks to our Raffle prizes supporters — Highfield Farm & Woodland; Nimbo Fork Lodge; Cake Art
by Sam; Magpies Nest Restaurant; and Carlo’s Wagga Wagga.



mailto:gibson008@bigpond.com

Save The Date

Next year’s event will be held on Sunday March 17, 2024 at our new and exciting venue, The
Gardens Restaurant at the Botanic Gardens. So, watch this space for further details. For more
information please contact Lilier Lodge on 02 6925 5240.

The Lilier Tree - A unique Gift

Our Lilier Tree continues to bloom with friends of Lilier purchasing a leaf to hang on our beautifully
unique corrugated iron Lilier Tree

Why not consider buying a Leaf for the Lilier Tree as a unique Gift?
Leaves can have a name and date engraved on them and can be purchased for just $100.00 each.
Please give Lilier Lodge a call on 02 6925 5240 for more information.

Graham Staff & Pam Thomson adding their leaf to the Lilier Tree

Visit by Can Assist Staff from Sydney

There is a great Team at Can Assist in Sydney that support Lilier Lodge in many ways but in particular
with accounts and governance.

It was wonderful to have the Accounts
Department Team — Natasha, Ann, and Elen
visit Lilier on the 12" and 13 April and join
us for training on our booking system - RMS.

It also meant that they could see in person
what we do here at Lilier and so see beyond
just the normal numbers and reporting that
we do.

Thank you Everyone again for your continued support of Lilier Lodge and it’s many guests. Please
know it is very much appreciated.

Love and hugs to you all and stay warm

Margaret Dalmau,
Manager, Lilier Lodge



