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Welcome to the sixth edition of Lilier News, the “Christmas Edition” of our bi annual 

newsletter that is about keeping you, our community of supporters, up to date on what’s 

happening at Lilier Lodge. 
 

We’ve had a busy year at Lilier Lodge.  Our Occupancy rate is high and we’ve also managed, over a 9 
month period, to juggle the renovation of all 21 Guest Bathrooms and 2 Public Toilets whilst still 
providing a home away from home service to our many guests.   
 

While COVID-19 restrictions have eased in NSW, at Lilier Lodge we are still being careful and 
maintaining our COVID safe procedures.   The wearing of masks is now optional, however, we are 
still requiring everyone who comes to Lilier Lodge to be at least double vaccinated, to be COVID-19 
screened and to sign in with our Visitor’s Register.  
 

We do ask that if anyone has any fevers, cold or flu like symptoms to not visit.  We thank everyone 
for their continued support and understanding with the Lodge's COVID-19 protocols. 
 

Recognition and Thank You Event 
 

On Thursday 3rd November a special afternoon tea was held to celebrate and acknowledge the 

wonderful support that Lilier Lodge has received over the past 12 months. A number of meaningful 

improvements have been undertaken at Lilier Lodge in this time that wouldn’t have been done 

without the support and funding provided by both the Australian and NSW Governments, Riverina 

Water, and the generosity of supporters from our community. 

Lilier Lodge relies on the community to assist the Lodge in remaining sustainable whilst being 

affordable and accessible to cancer patients needing a place to stay whilst accessing their treatment. 

These projects have included: 
Bathroom Upgrades;    Shade Sail Installation over Kitchen Deck; 
Upgrade of Lilier Watering System;  Installation of New Phone System 
Support and Funding of the RAPG Conference hosted by Lilier; 

 

Special guests at the afternoon tea included Dr Joe McGirr MP State Member for Wagga Wagga; The 
Hon Michael McCormack MP Federal Member for Riverina;  Kay Hull;  David Graham and Majella 
Gallagher from Can Assist, and Kevin Mack from the National Emergency Management Agency. 



 
 

 

          

Dr Joe McGirr officially unveiling plaques 
recognising  

 NSW Government funding for 
the Kitchen Deck Shade Sail 
 

 Riverina Water Community 
Grants Funding for the 
Upgrading of Lilier’s Water 
Irrigation System 

New Sign recognising the grant 

funding, generosity and support of 

the following for their contribution 

to the Lilier Lodge Bathroom 

Upgrades:     

The Australian Government;        

Can Assist;  Cancer Council NSW;   

Can Assist Leeton Branch;              

Can Assist Temora Branch;             

Can Assist Wagga Wagga Branch;  

Can Assist Young Branch;            

South Wagga Rotary;                  

Rotary Club of Griffith - Avanti 

 



 
GREAT NEWS:    Lilier Lodge Wins Origin Energy ‘Thank a Small Business’ 
Promotion and gains a brand new Solar System. 

 
We are Sooo Excited and thrilled to have won this Origin Energy ‘Thank a Small Business’ promotion.   
A new Solar System will make a huge difference to our electricity bills.   From an annual bill of 
approximately $16,000 it is estimated that having the solar could reduce this amount by a third. 
Thanks to those people who nominated Lilier Lodge and to Origin Energy for choosing Lilier Lodge as 
the winner from over 300 entries. 

Origin Energy installed the 50 solar panels on Lilier’s roof and the inverter in November.  We are now 
waiting on a new electricity smart meter to be installed before it is all hooked up and ready to go.   

 
Grants and Improvements 

The renovation of our 21 guest bathrooms and 2 public toilets which commenced in December last 
year was finally completed on time in August this year.   The renovations were undertaken in a 
staged approach so Lilier could remain open and still provide a service.   The new bathrooms have 
come up a treat and are looking great and refreshed.   Feedback from our guests has been 
overwhelmingly very positive.   
 
Thanks to the all the contractors involved in the project as they provided an amazing service – 
Wagga Plumbing Service;  Choices Flooring;  Tom Leahy Electrical;  Hibbard Electrical;  and Shields 
Painting.    
 
Particular thanks to Francis Mullins from Wagga Plumbing who did an outstanding job of   
coordinating all the trades involved. 
 

Standard Room Bathroom   Disabled Access Room Bathroom 
 



Lilier Lodge was successful with a grant of $7,795 from Riverina Water earlier in the year for the 
upgrading of the watering system for Lilier’s gardens and lawns.   This work was carried out by 
Bidgee Pumps and Irrigation in July.    Due to all the rain we’ve had this year we haven’t had to 
actually turn the system on until early December.    The new system will ensure Lilier becomes more 
water wise and the garden and lawn areas flourish. 
 
While there is always ongoing maintenance that needs doing on an 18 year old building, our 
priorities for 2023 will include upgrading Lilier’s guttering, external painting, and installation of an 
awning over the external wall of the link hallway.   We will be actively seeking grants to fund this 
work.    

 
 

Thank you to those who have donated…… 
 

We are very much humbled by and appreciate the great support provided to Lilier Lodge from 

community groups and individuals in Wagga Wagga and across the region.  Every little bit counts, 

whether big or small, in helping to make the stay of our guests a comfortable one.   

 

Special mention to the following for their monetary donations  -  Rotary Club of Griffith – Avanti;  

Can Assist Leeton;  Beyond Bank;  David Hillier and Lenore Lindley;  Peter Mackay;  and Susan Fairley. 

 
A special thank you to Woolworths Baylis St Wagga Wagga who have provided Lilier Lodge with a 
donation of $100 per week for groceries which has allowed us to supply a continental breakfast for 
all of our guests.   After 3 ½ years this donation is coming to an end.  We thank Woollies 
wholeheartedly for their support as it has been very much appreciated. 
 

For the second year in a row, we thank Riverina Test and Tag who have donated the cost of their 

services for undertaking the annual test n tagging of all Lilier’s electrical equipment. 

 
A Shout Out of thanks to Riverina Fresh, who from the 7th November are supplying and donating 
Milk to Lilier Lodge on a weekly basis for guest use. 
 

In kind donations come in various forms.  Lilier has been donated fruit,  cakes,  jam,  biscuits, 
handmade wooden bowls,  handmade timber tables,  knitted blankets,  handmade toys,  handmade 
patchwork quilts for guest beds,  beanies and bags,  food hampers,  to name a few.    It all is much 
appreciated and does make a huge difference to our guests. 
 
A number of guests and volunteers have also provided and planted vegetables in our kitchen garden 
for the benefit of all our guests. 

  



Volunteer Corner – Spotlight on one of our amazing volunteers 
 
Alan Sharp 

 

 

Social Activities  

Our small but dedicated group of Lilier Volunteers continues to undertake a range of activities in 
support of Lilier’s guests and staff.  This includes organising of and hosting the Wednesday night 
community dinners,  hosting the Tuesday morning teas,  driving guests to appointments, shops, the 
chemist, or taking them out for a cuppa and a drive,  Tai Chi/Gentle Exercise classes,  spending time 
talking with the guests,  answering phones,  updating data bases,  photocopying,  putting 
information packs together,  little odd maintenance jobs,  as well as gardening.    
 
Several of our volunteers also assist us with the organisation of and holding of events at Lilier such as 
the Fundraising High Tea, the Garage Sale, Garden working bees.  Without their support these 
functions would not be as successful as they are. 
 
Sadly, long time Lilier volunteers Dianne Roy and Roy Toshack left us this year.  We thank them for 
their meaningful and very useful contributions to Lilier.  We have welcomed Sherie Smith and 
Sharon Cattell to our band of Volunteers.   If you are interested in joining our group of volunteers, 
please contact us. 
 
Lilier Lodge Cook Book 
The production of our Lilier Lodge Cook Book took a major step forward in October when Madeleine 
Phillips from Sydney came and volunteered her time to design the book and collate the many recipes 
that we had received.    This formed part of Madeleine’s Duke of Edinburgh Service.   Thanks Maddie 
for your great assistance.    Thank you to everyone who has contributed recipes, there are some 
really amazing and tasty ones included.  We anticipate the Cook Book will be available for sale from 
March next year. 
  

I was first made aware of Lilier Lodge over four years ago when as a 

member of the Rotary Club of Wagga Wagga Sunrise I was involved 

in supplying and serving a Wednesday evening dinner for the guests.  

I was very impressed with the support that the Lodge provided to 

clients who lived some distance from Wagga. 

After enquiring as to what manner I may be able to support these 

families I became involved in assisting with the serving of a Morning 

Tea every Tuesday.  Each week I support Robyn Sutton and Bob 

Martin in serving cakes, slices, tea and coffee to those clients 

attending between 10am and 12 noon. 

It has been very interesting and informative to talk with clients 

regarding their location and their involvement with the community.  

Having lived and worked across the Riverina I enjoy sharing and 

discussing local issues with the clients. 

As a long-time volunteer in many locations and service clubs I can 

attest to the excellent support provided to all who are clients of Lilier 

Lodge.  This support is also extended to volunteers and this makes it 

a pleasure to be involved with the organisation. 

 
Thank you Alan 



Guest Morning Teas 
Our Guest Morning Teas on a Tuesday continue and are a very big hit with the guests (and some of 
the visiting Tradies as well).  They are very ably hosted by volunteers Robyn, Alan, and Bob. This is a 
great opportunity for our guests to meet and socialise. Some of the guests are complaining about 
putting on weight while staying at Lilier.  Thanks to Wagga Wagga Christian College and Sacred Heart 
Primary School for their continued yummy contributions to these morning teas. 
 
Community Dinner Program 
We have had another great year of Wednesday night community dinners.  The groups involved have 
again been amazing.   Feedback from both the guests and the volunteer groups overwhelmingly is that 
everyone loves the dinners.   It’s not just the lovely food but also the fellowship, friendships and 
laughter that develop as a result.   
 
The groups have included Rotary Clubs,  Lions & Apex Clubs,  Salvation Army,  Men’s Shed,  Legacy,  
Schools,  Book Clubs,  Businesses,  View Clubs,  Inner Wheel Club,  CWA,  and Cancer Council NSW.   All 
44 available nights this year were booked out!   
 
Planning has already started for next year’s Community Dinner Program.  The program starts from the 
first Wednesday in February to the first week in December.   If your group or business would like to 
be involved and host a dinner please contact Lilier Lodge for more information on 6925 5240 or 
contact our guest dinner coordinators, Lyn & Jim Gibson via email at gibson008@bigpond.com  
 
Melbourne Cup 
Once again Lilier Lodge was alive with fun and laughter at our annual Melbourne Cup Afternoon Tea 
& Crazy Hats Day.   Several of the guests, volunteers and staff gathered in the communal lounge at 
Lilier on November 1st to watch the big race on the large TV screen.   Everyone had on their best and 
crazy hats.   Our special judge on the day to choose the person with the best hat was the little 4 year 
old grandson of one of our guests, and of course he chose his grandmother as having the best hat.   
We also conducted several sweeps which certainly added to the atmosphere of the afternoon and 
several people went away a little richer than they had before the race.    
 

 
IPTAAS Rebate Rates have increased 
 

 

The NSW Isolated Patients Travel and Accommodation Assistance 

Scheme (IPTAAS) increased their rebate rates in August.   

The increases are a really good start in making life a little easier for 
those who have to travel for long distances to access vital medical 
treatment. Travel rebates have increased from 22c per kilometre to 
40c per km, and accommodation rebates rose from $43 per night up 
to $75 per night in the first 7 days, and up to $120 per night when 
staying more than 8 nights.    
 
You may be eligible for IPTAAS if you need to travel more than 100km 
one way to access your medical treatment, or if you live less than 
100km away and you are travelling more than 200km in a week to 
access your treatment.     
 
To find out more about IPTAAS and how you can access it you can 
contact us here at Lilier Lodge, your local Can Assist Branch, or at 
IPTAAS on 1800 478 227 or via their website at 
www.iptaas.health.nsw.gov.au  
 

 

mailto:gibson008@bigpond.com
http://www.iptaas.health.nsw.gov.au/


Lilier Lodge Room Rates Increase for the first time in 6 years 
 
Room tariffs at Lilier Lodge rose on 1st September for the first time since 2016.    We continue to 
balance affordability with sustainability, ensuring accessibility for those needing accommodation 
when undergoing cancer treatment. 
 
Standard Room rates are now $85 per night for a single person and $95 per night for 2 people.   The 
1 Bedroom Apartment is now $120 per night. 
 
Please ask staff at Lilier Lodge about our special Bulk Billing rates if you are eligible for IPTAAS and 
want to stay at Lilier Lodge for more than a week.  

 

 
 

The Lilier Tree - A unique Christmas Gift 
 
 

Our Lilier Tree continues to bloom with friends of Lilier purchasing a leaf to hang on our beautifully 

unique corrugated iron Lilier Tree 

Why not consider buying a Leaf for the Lilier Tree as a unique Christmas Gift?   

Leaves can have a name and date engraved on them and can be purchased for just $100.00 each. 

Please give Lilier Lodge a call on 02 6925 5240 for more information. 
 
 

 
      John Semmler adding his leaf to the Lilier Tree 
 



Help Us Promote Lilier  
Please help us promote Lilier Lodge further around the region.  Margaret is happy to go out and 
speak to different groups about Lilier Lodge and the service it provides.    So, if you know of any 
organisations or groups that would benefit from Margaret coming and speaking please let them and 
us know.      
 
Also, if you would like some of our flyers/posters to distribute in your areas please contact us at 
Lilier Lodge on 02 6925 5240. 
 

           Fundraising Activities For everyone’s involvement! 
The annual Lilier Lodge Garage Sale was held on Saturday 26th November, 2022.   The weather was 
kind to us with it being a beautiful day.    Thanks to all who donated goods for the sale.    Thanks also 
to our volunteers who came along to assist both they before and on the day – Jim & Lyn Gibson,  
Susan Campbell,  Peter Lander,  and Robyn Sutton.    We had a great day and all proceeds raised will 
support our guests.    
 

Save The Date 
Next year’s High Tea will be held on Sunday 19th March, 2023 at a new and exciting venue  -   
Food I Am at 29 Kunzea Place, Springvale.   Australian Army Band Kapooka Jazz Ensemble will be 
providing the entertainment, and we’ll have an impressive guest speaker and raffles as well.   Tickets 
will be $55 each and will be available from the Food I Am website under Events.    If you wish to have 
a group booking please contact Lilier Lodge so we can ensure your group all sits together.     
 
For more information please contact Lilier Lodge on 02 6925 5240. 
 
Thank you too, to our great Lilier Lodge staff members.  Without who, we wouldn’t be able to 
provide the caring and supportive service that we do.  Allie, one of our Housekeepers, left us in 
October.  We wish her well and welcome Katherine Newcombe to the team.  
 
 

  
 
 
Thank you all again for your continued support of Lilier Lodge and it’s many guests. Please know it is 
very much appreciated. 
 
We wish everyone a wonderful, safe and very Happy Christmas and New Year from Team Lilier.   

Love and hugs to you all 

 
Margaret Dalmau, 
Manager, Lilier Lodge 

Alison, Kathy, Fran 

Margaret, Greg 


