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What a lot to celebrate in this latest issue of Branching Out, the first for 2022. My spirits were lifted as I 

turned the pages and read of so much activity and diversity in events across our Branches. It felt like the 

shackles of COVID-19 were unlocked, be it just for the 20 minutes I read the issue! Having said that, it is 

nice to feel some of the restrictions we have had to live with finally being lifted.  It is just wonderful to see 

what generosity from communities and individuals is displayed within these pages - thank you 

and congratulations to all. 

  

I pay respect and thanks to members within (and those not presented on the pages) who have been 

acknowledged with awards and accolades from external parties. From the Gorton's Senior Citizen's award 

in Forbes to Judy Pilgram's Australia Day Appreciation Certificate in Gundagai, Anna Nardi's Achiever of 

the Year in Leeton to Neil Seidel's Australia Day award in Narrandera and Margaret a founding member of 

Lithgow branch who received an OAM. We also congratulate Gwen Warmington from Yass on her Senior 

Citizen award and Uralla's Mary Ann Munsie named as 2022 Northern Tablelands Woman of The 

Year.  And Peak Hill's Can Assist Branch who received the Community Service Appreciation Award, 

fantastic!  I feel they all demonstrate Mary Ann Munsie's motto " pay it forward and get more in return" 

On behalf of the Can Assist community I congratulate you all and thank you for the hours and energy you 

commit. 

  

Indeed, I thank all our volunteers and members. Can Assist is you. And itôs your generosity that allows 

Can Assist to exist and to assist.  Glen Innes' story within demonstrates the ethos of who Can Assist is. 

Not only ensuring a client got to treatment but mobilised those around him to support and care.  I love that 

Can Assist gets in and gets things done, working with other groups where necessary. There is so much 

more given by our volunteers than just the money they raise. 

Dear Can Assist Community, 
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These pages show the fun had at lovely events and the diverse support received - I think itôs great too that 

we can share just how that money assists. Itôs not only so meaningful to the recipient but goes 

where itôs needed efficiently because our communities give of their time selflessly. Already this financial 

year our network have supported more than $1 million in financial assistance and as demonstrated within 

this issue countless hours organising and undertaking events. Thank you. 

  

Iôm also excited to see new supporters come on board and donate to their local Branch.  Heidi Carolan 

took it upon herself to shave off her beautiful hair to raise over $6,000 for Dubbo. (Indeed shaving heads 

seemed to be quite popular as Samantha Richards in Hillston also sacrificed her hair as did Allan Newell.) 

And a special mention to our Lilier Lodge guest, Mark Dureau, who became aware of the problems we 

were having with telephones and generously donated so we could get a new system. 

Unbelievable!  Lastly to our ongoing supporters. Thanks for sticking with us, droughts, fires, pandemics 

and more recently floods. No matter what is thrown at our state you ensure we can continue our support. 

Thanks. 

  

I am really excited for the year ahead. Enjoy the read and I hope to see you at an event or two in the 

months ahead.  

Emma Phillips 
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Armidale 

Armidale branch of Can Assist is going from strength the strength. Our 

President Jenny Bourke has recently had a member drive, this has 

resulted in many new members joining us. Our branch is respected for 

its committed volunteers who are active in raising funds in the 

community for cancer patients. New members are keen to join our 

branch because of the sense of fun and camaraderie that exists 

between the members.   

Blayney 

Blayney branch had 10 members complete their food safety 

course in February. They were joined by members of the local 

community and a great day was had by all. Thank you to Verto 

for putting on this course for us and the members of the 

Blayney community who joined us to ensure we met the 

numbers required.  

We have some exciting events coming up in the near future 

with the Blayney Show being held later this month. Can Assist 

will be hosting a BBQ and are looking forward to cooking up a 

storm. We will also be providing afternoon tea for the 150
th
 

Anniversary Celebrations for the St Stephens Church in 

Fitzgeraldôs Valley between Blayney and Bathurst. 

In March we were the grateful recipients of a $2,500 

cheque From Bernardiôs Building Better Communities 

Program. Geoff Bottom, Manager of Bernardiôs Market 

Place, Blayney presented President Ray Burns . 

We greatly appreciate the on-going support of the 

Bernardi Group and thank them for their donation. 

 

Blayney Branch members upskilling 

Ray Burns receiving the cheque from Geoff 

Bottom. 

Christmas Gift Wrapping took place in 

the local shopping Centre resulting in a 

sizeable donation for our branch. 

Jenny Bourke (President) Maxine Mitchell, 

Rita Lockyer  

https://www.facebook.com/CanAssistArmidale
https://www.facebook.com/CanAssistBlayney


Cootamundra 

Our Can Assist Team is very used to appearing at 

Markets and Special Events in Cootamundra. It must be 

something to do with the splendid cakes, slices, jams and 

relishes we sell. 

On top of the fortnightly Friday BBQ and Market Stall on 

Parker Street, which provides sausage and steak 

sandwiches, bacon and egg rolls, cakes and slices, jams, 

as well as plants and craft items, we also provide canteen 

service at the fortnightly Stock Sales. These regular 

events keep the Team very busy. We are supported by 

another team of bakers and cooks who regularly roll up 

with goods to sell, just to support the Can Assist cause. 

In March Cootamundra will celebrate its Festival of Light, a Community celebration to highlight its bright street 

decorations in Parker Street. Can Assist will be present with its stall of goodies to eat, providing the usual busy and 

happy spot for the public supporters to stop and chat. If the Christmas Stall is anything to go by, we will be busy until 

late in the evening, serving barbecued and baked snacks for revellers. 

We are very happy to report that we have signed up 8 new members since putting out an urgent call and they are 

quickly becoming involved. 

Deniliquin 

A whopping $2,000 has been raised by sisters Lee 

Bartlett and Eunice Bennett for Deniliquin Can Assist.  

The pair put together three grocery vouchers to 

giveaway, as well as one containing MasterChef 

appliances.  

They also raffled a gift voucher kindly donated by the 

team at Leaves & Vines Nursery.  

Deniliquin Can Assist President Kellie Crossley said she 

was overwhelmed by the support from the community 

and from Ms Bartlett and Mrs Bennett, especially in 

these difficult times.  

óóWe are so grateful for the support from the community, 

and Lee and Eunice for organising the hampers, going 

around to all the stores and selling the raffle tickets,ôô 

Mrs Crossley said.  

It was because of that Ms Bartlett and Mrs Bennett 

chose to support the group.  

ñWe chose this organisation as the money stays local; 

we know the money is going to people in need from the 

community,ò said Mrs Bennett.  

Lee Bartlett and Eunice Bennett with President Kellie 

Crossley  

https://www.facebook.com/CanAssistCootamundra

