
Branching Out 
Issue 33 — September 2021  

 

Whilst COVID-19 impacted the entire state this last quarter and consequentially  this issue of Branching Out is a 

slimmed down version - our pages continue to demonstrate the wonderful commitment of our members to support 

their community and also how communities support our branches.   

Where events did take place, it is great to see a diversity of fundraising ideas. Thank you to all those involved. I also 

congratulate our members who have been recognised by external bodies this last quarter and to our new Honorary 

Life Members. Your years of involvement and support not only benefits your communities but also strengthens our 

network and mission, ensuring equitable access to care and treatment for a country cancer patient. 

I hope as the state moves towards higher vaccination numbers, we can resume getting together and continue to 

raise funds to support those with cancer.  

Enjoy reading the stories within and discovering a little more of our Can Assist family. 

 

Please take care. 

 

Dear Can Assist Community, 

Emma Phillips 

In This Issue 

 Executive Update 

 Branch News   
 

Can Assist Executive Director 

https://www.facebook.com/CanAssistNSW1
https://www.instagram.com/can_assist/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC39cQknKkJ34ezypQLRJpog


Balranald 

Can Assist Balranald teamed up again with the 

local Football Club for their annual fundraiser 

once again proving it's a small town with a big 

heart as it raised more than $13,300 for the 

branch. 

The initiative has been spearheaded by the 

Balranald Football and Netball Club for 

approximately 12 years, with three days' worth of 

fundraising activities from June 17 to June 19.  

There were raffles, an afternoon tea, auctions, 

gold coin donations and signed guernseys being 

the star attractions. 

One of the 2021 signed guernseys that was 

auctioned off for Can Assist 

Blue Mountains 

Blue Mountains branch has been very fortunate in being 

granted a $5,000 sponsorship by the Bendigo 

Community Bank, Katoomba.  Like other branches, we 

have not been able to carry out our usual fundraising 

activities during COVID-19 restrictions. However, we still 

have calls for assistance for people in our local 

community.  It was very gratifying to be told 

that our Bendigo Community Bank was pleased to be 

able to help fill this gap. In addition, they have 

proposed to consider sponsoring us again in the 

future as part of their community engagement to build a 

long-term relationship with organisations such as ours.  

Other generous donations have been from the Family 

Hotel Katoomba with a donation of $1,000 from the 

proceeds of their raffles.    

We are also well supported by the Katoomba 

Specsavers who send us regular donations from their 

Community Program which has Can Assist as one of its 

nominated charities.  

We are very grateful to receive such generous 

community support from groups and organisations in our 

local area who are concerned for others going through 

difficult times.  

 

Peter Carroll, Chair of Katoomba Bendigo Community 

Bank’s Sponsorship Committee with Paul Eastment, 

President Can Assist Blue Mountains  

https://www.facebook.com/CanAssistBalranald
https://www.facebook.com/CanAssistBlueMountains


Cootamundra 

Lockdowns have been somewhat of a fundraising challenge, 

even in rural and regional NSW. Not to be defeated, 

Louise Dabin, one of our active volunteers, set 

up a contactless Online Bake Sale.  

On the social media site, Cootamundra Matters, Louise set 

up a group and invited bakers to contribute and customers to 

order from their list of baked goods being offered. Volunteers 

met to organise and package baked goods. Contactless 

delivery was made by more volunteers. Orders, amount 

owing, address for delivery all took place online. Money to be 

left in a safe place at the given address. No money, no baked 

goodies!  

Dozens of baked goods were offered, orders placed and 

about $200 had been raised, before the actual date of the 

sale.  

This fundraising method is sure to be a great success and no 

doubt will be utilised more in the future.   

Deniliquin 
Ben Leetham was planning to shave his head publicly 

in order to raise funds, however, due to the 

uncertainty of Covid-19, he thought an online 

fundraiser would be more attainable.   

He has had multiple family members have to deal 

with cancer, and struggle for treatment, and so he 

decided to ditch his dreadlocks, as there is a very 

large market for dreadlock extensions.  

On August 9th all proceeds of the sale and shave 

went to Can Assist.   

Ben thanks everyone for their generosity and raised 

$4,000 for Deniliquin Can Assist.  

Ben Leetham’s head shave, before, during and after 

2021 Rams Fundraising Committee 

The Rams Ladies Day was the fourth annual fundraising day held for 

Can Assist. It was a beautiful day that saw 180 ladies gathered at the 

Hardinge St Oval successfully raising just under $10,000 for Deniliquin 

Can Assist, a superb effort.  

This year the ladies gathered in the newly renovated function room 

upstairs at the Rams Club.  

They were treated with delicious catering from Robbie Landale. 

The Rams Fundraising Committee also held a raffle; Purtills Group 

donating the main prize along with other local Deniliquin businesses 

generously donated various gifts for the ladies. 

Local musicians Anna Bowie and Georgina Mildren entertained the 

Ladies attending for most of the afternoon.  

Gloria Harris packs the last two boxes ready for 

delivery  

https://www.facebook.com/CanAssistCootamundra
https://www.facebook.com/canassistdeni


Dubbo 

Can Assist Dubbo made $800 from the raffle on Dubbo Rugby Club Ladies Day and also received a cheque for 

$4,000 from their jersey auction.  Back row Rosie Gavel on left and Fran Ellis second from the left. 

Eurobodalla 

Eurobodalla Can Assist were fortunate enough to have their ABM before lockdown went into place.  We have a new 

President and a new Secretary, welcome! 

The excellent cake stall cooks also had a cake stall the day before lockdown and managed to sell quite a few cakes 

despite the icy weather on the day which was unseasonably cold for Batemans Bay.  

We hope everyone stays safe and we are soon back to fundraising ventures with the new team in place.  

Finley 

Recently our President, Pat Radford, was invited 

to the Finley Rotary Club Changeover 

dinner. Mr Barry Ferry the President presented Pat 

with a certificate of Distinguished Citizen 2021 for 

outstanding contribution to the community through 

her Can Assist work with local families. A Rotarian 

lady who has recently been fighting cancer and 

recipient of our support gave a wonderful speech 

about the moral and financial assistance given by 

our branch to her and her family. Then Pat 

received a 

wonderful cheque 

from Rotary Finley 

branch.   

Jan Horneman, 

Suellyn Staff, Pat Radford, 

Lorraine Edwards and 

Sue Hudson 

Barry Ferry Rotary 

President and Pat 

Radford  

Christmas in July with a very successful toy raffle. Many local 

families were in attendance. Lots of prizes and gift vouchers 

were available to win. The event was held at our local 

bowling club, raffle tickets were sold on the night and online 

for the people who couldn't attend due to lockdown 

restrictions. Fred Braybon, bowling club manager, presented a 

cheque $4,115 to our branch. Even though lockdown 

restrictions have postponed many events throughout the year 

we continue to host Bingo, street stalls and raffle nights.  We 

have continued to support our families doing it tough. Thank 

you to everyone!  

https://www.facebook.com/CanAssistDubbo
https://www.facebook.com/CanAssistEurobodalla
https://www.facebook.com/canassistfinley


Guyra 

In August Eastern Plains Angus achieved a new 

stud record at its annual on-property sale 

near Guyra.  

All 78 bulls offered were snapped up at an 

average of $14,744, the 71 registered bidders in 

attendance and the many more following the 

sale online via AuctionsPlus did not have to wait 

long to see the top-price bulls sold with two 

going for $24,000 inside the first 10 lots of the 

sale.  

Can Assist Guyra were preparing & serving 

morning tea & lunch at our Bull Sale for a gold 

coin donation.  Guyra Dave Bearup, Michael and Wendy Jackson, Pat Ulric 

and Marie Grills all from Guyra 

Leeton 

Leeton Branch were fortunate to be able to hold their 

Annual Branch Meeting before lockdown.  Executive 

positions remain the same as previous year with Mary 

Dodd President, Sandra Watson Vice President, Judy 

McLean Secretary, Kath Haynes Treasurer and Bryan 

Shepley Assistant Treasurer.   

Our fundraising has virtually stopped, however, we were 

very pleased to receive a $3,000 grant from Leeton 

Soldiers Club, in the Club Grants Scheme.   

It was great to catch up with Emma from Head Office and 

Margaret from Lilier Lodge when they were passing 

through Leeton earlier this year.  

Leeton Members Sue, Leonie, Mary, Phyllis, Dawn, Dot, 

Judy and Anna, with Emma and Margaret 

Narrandera 

We were able to have our monthly meeting and then our Annual Branch Meeting. Executive positions filled  

President Neta Close  

Secretary Jean Charles  

Treasurer Lynda Moss  

Some other positions to be filled at our next meeting that we can hold, this will all depend on Covid.  

https://www.facebook.com/CanAssistGuyra
https://www.facebook.com/canassistleeton
https://www.facebook.com/CanAssistNarrandera


Narrandera 

New table clothes made from an old 

gazebo and light weight canvas  

Firewood stack  

Certificate 

Can Assist Narrandera would like to say a huge thank you to Inland 

Building and Construction who are building a new service station at 

Gillenbah. 

Trees had to be removed in order to commence the build and the 

timber was very generously donated to our branch to use for 

firewood raffles. 

So far we have had two raffles which raised $770.40 & $665.85. As 

you can see in the photographs below there is still an enormous 

amount of wood remaining for future raffles.  

David Marshall, Robert Close, Jan Marshall. 

Neta Close, David Pennells—Inland Building 

and Construction 

Entrance to the Farmers Market 

BBQ at the Farmers Market  

Entrance to Show & 

Shine Narrandera Sports Ground  

https://www.facebook.com/CanAssistNarrandera


Parkes 

Peak Hill 

The recently held Arts & Craft 

48th Annual Exhibition at Peak 

Hill featured Can Assist 

President, Pauline Allen as 

guest speaker on its opening 

night.  Can Assist catered for the 

event as well as hosting a 

fashion parade of preloved, retro 

clothing on behalf of the local 

Sharah Sisters.  

The evening was a huge 

success and proved to be a 

wonderful opportunity to 

promote Can Assist and raise 

funds.  Local photographer 

Laura Jelbart excelled herself 

with fantastic individual photos 

of the models and the parade 

gave the opening an extra 

splash of glamour.  Most 

importantly, Can Assist pushed 

their message further out into 

the community, if only just a 

reminder of our available 

support.  COVID has meant 

there have been very few 

opportunities available to use for 

promotion.  

 

Parkes Can Assist 

Garage Sale has had to 

move from our great 

area in the main pavilion 

at the Showgrounds. It 

has now been 

demolished and being 

rebuilt. So we are in the 

middle of relocating as 

you can see in our 

photos. Everyone is 

working hard unpacking 

into our new “shop”. 

Can Assist member Linda Gaunt 

serving guests  

Maria George (President Leisure 

Centre), Pauline Allen (President 

Can Assist) and  Judi Unger 

(Secretary Leisure Centre)  

Maria George and Pauline Allen on 

the microphone  

 Pauline Allen, promoting the Sharah 

Sisters, a local preloved 

clothing shop  

https://www.facebook.com/canassistparkes/
https://www.facebook.com/CanAssistPeakHill


Southern Highlands 

Can Assist Southern Highlands branch has embarked on a new fundraising strategy and is about to 

implement two new programs. Our objective is, by means of these initiatives, to raise sufficient funds to adequately 

cover our commitment to cancer sufferers in our region without resorting to a range of smaller, time-consuming 

events. Those smaller events such as movie nights and raffles will still happen but with less drain on our members 

and volunteers, leaving more time for members to raise awareness of Can Assist in the community.     

Gifts, Bequests & Endowments  

While we have in the past, been grateful recipients of funds by this means this is 

essentially a familiarisation program directed at lawyers, accountants and investment 

advisers acquainting them with the work of Can Assist in the Southern 

Highlands community. It is hoped that with an increased awareness of the real and 

practical financial assistance that Can Assist provides, cancer sufferers and their families 

in the Southern Highlands that these professionals will be encouraged to introduce us as 

an option to clients deciding on gifts, bequests and endowments. We have a Can Assist 

member, a retired banker, heading this initiative who will visit these professionals to 

encourage them to recommend Can Assist to their clients.  

Corporate Circle - A cancer support sponsorship program for the Southern Highlands business community.  

Corporate Circle is an initiative by the Southern Highlands Branch of Can Assist to facilitate local business 

sponsorships for the most vulnerable members of our community. People from all walks of life undergoing cancer 

treatment. Local business advocacy, through a Corporate Circle sponsorship, can help close the financial gap, 

providing practical, direct support for local people living with cancer.   

Corporate Circle memberships reflect the renewal, growth and life of the four seasons. Appropriately reflecting the 

special climate and beauty of the Southern Highlands and representing the strength, resilience and hope for the 

people in our community who need it most. By joining the Corporate Circle a business becomes a Can Assist 

Corporate Advocate and can utilise that status in all corporate, marketing and communication activities. One 

attraction of the program is that all financial contributions are fully tax deductible.   

While the Covid-19 Pandemic has dramatically impacted many businesses in the Southern Highlands, 

many others have thrived in response to increasing property prices and dramatically expanded property 

development. Allied industries such as construction,  materials, engineering, banking, real estate as well as legal and 

accounting practices will be encouraged to join our Corporate Circle  and commit annual sponsorships to Can Assist 

Southern Highlands. We are fortunate in that one of our members, a former recipient of assistance from Can Assist 

Southern Highlands is a very successful business person here and has agreed to become our Corporate Circle 

Advocate to represent the Corporate Circle to selected businesses throughout the Wingecarribee Shire.  

https://www.facebook.com/CanAssistSouthernHighlands


Southern Highlands 

This year, Can Assist Southern 

Highlands were the chosen 

recipients of $1000 from 

Highlands Classic and 

Enthusiasts Motorcycle Club.   

Representatives from each group 

gathered at Schmokin Cafe at 

Berrima for the cheque 

handover.  

"We thank the HCEMC for their 

very generous donations," said 

Can Assist Southern Highlands 

president Jenny Harper.  

Southern Highlands President, Jenny Harper, with members of the HCEMC, 

who donated $1,000 

Tamworth 

Can Assist and greenslips.com.au partner to cover 

costs of green slips for some Tamworth cancer 

patients  

The expenses associated with cancer treatment can 

be astronomical and any help can be huge for 

patients, which is why a new deal between Can 

Assist Tamworth and greenslips.com.au could have a 

major impact.  

Thankfully for some people who use Can Assist 

Tamworth, that will no longer be a worry for them 

after greenslips.com.au agreed to cover the entire 

cost of the insurance.  

Can Assist CEO Emma Phillips said the assistance 

can have a big impact on people financially, but the 

emotional help can be immeasurable.  

"It's much more than the dollar value, it's the 

emotional support that it provides," she said.  

Can Assist Tamworth's Robyn Fitzgerald, Doug Weekes 

Senior Social Worker at the North West Cancer Centre in 

Tamworth and Chris Smith 

Can Assist Tamworth secretary Pam Whitney, who is herself a cancer survivor, said the help will be welcomed with 

open arms by locals.  

"We support people from those towns in particular, as they may have to travel to Tamworth on a daily basis."  

 

https://www.facebook.com/CanAssistSouthernHighlands
https://www.facebook.com/CanAssistTamworth/


Tamworth 

Fundraising pretty much came to a standstill for us along with many other rural branches. 

We did manage to squeeze in one social lunch which has been a nice way to get to know all the members on a more 

personal side. We are planning more now the lockdown has been lifted. 

 

We have been organising our Christmas raffle, so fingers crossed it will be up and running this month. We have gone 

with a children inspired theme this year. 

 

1st Prize is a fabulous handmade 

Farmboard donated by Jim Grey 

2nd Prize a lovely 

handmade desk 

donated by the 

Tamworth Men’s 

Shed 

3rd Prize a gift 

basket of craft 

supplies 

donated by 

various 

members. 

Four of our longstanding, and still very active members, had their birthdays in the 

past few months, we want to thank them and are so pleased that they are part of our 

branch. 

Sharon Henry  Brian Clark  Pam Whitney  Robin Erratt  

https://www.facebook.com/CanAssistTamworth/


Temora 

A special presentation at the August meeting of Can Assist Temora honoured Lynn Hegarty and Ken 

Smith with Honorary Life Memberships of the organisation, recognising their many years of dedicated service.  

The awards were presented by Temora Shire Mayor, Cr Rick Firman, who congratulated and thanked them for the 

outstanding service they have given to the district community, each for more than a decade.  

Ken Smith became more closely involved with the branch in 2011, and in 2014 stepped into the role of 

President, just the third president of the Temora branch in its history.  

His involvement in the organisation has been outstanding. Nothing has ever been a problem for him to prioritise 

branch matters at hand. He has chaired meetings, organised barbecues and catering, represented Can Assist at 

numerous functions, and supported the rest of the executive in their roles.  

Ken holds Can Assist in high esteem and the message it stands for. His dedication as President and to the people of 

Temora has been very humbling.   

Having given wonderful service as President from 2014-2021, Ken continues his work with Can Assist including as 

a co-ordinator of the men's’ support group.  

Lynn Hegarty joined as a member in 2007, and in 2009 accepted nomination as Secretary, having been associated 

with the branch and wanting to give back, which she has done tenfold over the years.   

She has done everything she could to fulfil and exceed her role of Secretary, and assisted others in their roles 

when needed. Lynn has helped with catering, fundraising, represented the branch at functions and been a great 

support to long serving Treasurer Janelle Green, also a Life Member.  

She has served as welfare officer for many years, making herself available whenever required, and has been closely 

involved with the branch’s office, contributing many hours and days to assisting clients.  

She has played a valuable role in keeping all up to date with required policies and procedures.  

Lynn has also helped coordinate the local womens' support group, invaluable to women in our community and much 

appreciated by all.   

After her exceptional service as Secretary for 12 years, Lynn has now taken up the role of Branch President. 

“I personally couldn’t complete my role as Treasurer without having both Ken and Lynn by my side. It is a busy 

branch with many clients, and with the amazing support network our little community gives us, I don’t think we would 

accomplish half of what we do without Ken and Lynn,” Janelle said.  

The Temora branch is extremely grateful for the 

efforts and dedication both Ken and Lynn have 

consistently given our community for many years.  

By their side providing great support are Ken’s wife, 

Clare, and Lynn’s husband, Doug, both active 

members and involved in various Can Assist roles 

themselves.  

Honorary Life Membership of Can Assist is 

presented to two dedicated and long serving 

Temora branch members, Lynn Hegarty and Ken 

Smith by Temora Mayor, Cr Rick Firman (left).  

https://www.facebook.com/CanAssistTemora


Tocumwal 

Tocumwal Can Assist determined there was a need to create a presentation folder to 

enable greater promotion of our cause and to support clients by providing all relevant 

information in the folder. It is also a great tool when talking to groups and increases 

distribution of materials on Can Assist.  

The following businesses have assisted us to bring this idea to reality, without their 

support our goal would not have been achieved.  

Gold Sponsors $1,000 - Mango Mini Diggers, Farmers Arms Hotel, Crawfords Civil  

Silver Sponsors $500  - March’s IGA, Baldwins Buses, Creekside Lawns and More  

Bronze Sponsors - Sparkyman Electrical, GM Fuels, Cardillo Constructions  

Thanks also to Roland Huber, Nathalia Printers for donating all the artwork valued at 

over $200 and Jess for her wonderful designs. The final product is a very impressive, 

professional item.  

The folder is displayed in many local businesses and specifically in medical centres 

and at Hilltop Albury. The folders contain branch business cards, request form for 

financial assistance, information on My Aged Care, Isolated Patients Travel and 

Accommodation Assistance Scheme along with the application forms. Also 

included are Can Assist brochures and Fight Cancer Foundation Hilltop Albury.  

Tocumwal Can Assist is greatly appreciative of this sponsorship from local business, it 

shows concern for members of our community and exhibits a commitment from their 

businesses to have a positive social impact assisting those undertaking cancer 

treatment. Another great example of locals supporting locals. Hopefully we remain out 

of lockdown and can distribute the materials more widely.  

Again, a huge thanks to our amazing sponsors.  

Silver Sponsor Anthony 

and Bronwyn March, 

Marchs IGA  

Silver Sponsor Eliza 

Baldwin, Baldwin’s Bus 

Lines  

Bronze Sponsor GM 

Fuels, Gerard Mannix  

Bronze Sponsor Cardillo 

Constructions, Alex, 

Jeremy, Lenny, Amanda 

& Eddie Cardillo  

Bronze Sponsor 

Sparkman Electrical, 

Scott Butler and 

Kerrianne Pearce 

Gold Sponsor, Chris 

Stewart, Farmers Arms 

Hotel with President 

Roberta Wereta 

https://www.facebook.com/CanAssistTocumwal


Yass Valley 

Like all branches we are finding it very difficult to fundraise at a time when the needs of 

cancer patients are high. Fortunately, our newest Can Assist member, Fabiola 

Case, has offered to have her head shaved. She has set a goal of $5,000 and looks 

likely to substantially surpass that with more than $3,000 promised already. Donations 

can be made Yass Can Assist Facebook page  We will be grateful for every dollar 

raised after having to postpone a number of spring events. 

Fabiola will be losing her beautiful locks on Friday 1st October but donations can be 

made until 27th November. 

You can donate here. 

Local Volunteers, Supporting Local Rural Families Affected By Cancer 

Branching Out Issue Deadline for Submissions 

Issue 34  – December 2021 8th December 2021 

Issue 35 – March 2022 9th March 2022 

Issue 36 – June 2022 8th June 2022 

Issue 37 – September 2022 7th September 2022 

https://www.facebook.com/Yasscanassist
https://www.givenow.com.au/crowdraiser/public/fabiolasshaveforcancer?fbclid=IwAR3IygVFO7B18SUwt_vjIQ4mbwA7IxzgCfnGRGf5XMEyJDlzC5vvl1FIgEc

